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The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The
LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”
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The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting gifts, and
He will guard you with a hedge of protection,
YHVH will illuminate the wholeness of His Being
toward you, bringing order, and He will provide
you with love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH
will lift up the wholeness of His Being and look
upon you, and He will set in place all you need to
be whole and complete."
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The Priestly Blessing1

`^r<ñm÷.v.yIw> hwhy ^k.÷rñ<b'y>
and may he guard you

the LORD

may he bless you

May the LORD2 bless you3 and keep you4

`&'Nñ<xuywI ^yl,ñae wyn"P' hwhy raey"
and show you favor

on you

his face

the LORD

May he shine

May the LORD make His face5 shine6 upon you and be gracious7 to you

`~Alv' ^l. ~fey"w> ^ylñ,ae wyn"P' hwhy aF'yI
peace

for you

and establish

on you

his face

the LORD

may he lift up

May the LORD lift up8 his face to you and give you peace9
1

This blessing is (ritually) recited (by the kohanim) during synagogue services during Nesiat Kapayim ("the Raising of the
Hands"), though it is also recited over children on Friday night before the start of the Shabbat meal or as a bedtime blessing.
2
The name YHVH (hwhy) represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"m)i , in contradistiction to the name Elohim
(~yhil{a)/ , which represents God's attribute of justice and power as our Creator.
3
hk'r"B. (b'rachah). Jewish tradition considers this both material and spiritual prosperity. Pirkei Avot 3:15 says, "If there is no
flour, there is no Torah," by which is meant that material benefits are intended to help you pursue study of Torah. The first
occurrence of the word "blessing" in the Scriptures pertains to pru urvu (Wbr>W WrP.), "be fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22).
4
rm;v' (shamar): To guard, protect, heed, as in the exercise of diligent care. Only God has the power to secure the conferred
blessing and keep it from turning sour or from fading away.
5
The word for "face" (~ynIP)' is plural with the 3rd person singular ending. It is considered metaphorical since God is
incorporeal. The plural form is thought by some to indicate God's revealed and hidden attributes in creation.
6
The hiphil verb (raey)" comes from the word "light" (rAa), and is thought to refer to God's wisdom. "May God enlighten you"
with His wisdom, i.e., the Divine Light that preceded the work of creation (Gen. 1:3).
7
May God grant you grace or favor (!xe), i.e., to understand the "breadth and length and height and depth" of God's love (Eph.
3:18). Grace refers to the bestowal of an undeserved gift. The blessing is bestowed even though unearned or unmerited.
8
Since one's face is an indication of the heart's attitude, Rashi says that this means God will suppress His anger by "looking at
you" (if God is angry at you, He "turns His face away" and refuses to admit your presence). The "lifting of face" also
pictures God lifting you up as a father might lift up his child in joy. The "showing of face" indicates spiritual intimacy.
9
All of the other blessings are useless without the establishment of inner peace, and therefore it is the seal of the blessing.
Shalom (~Alv') is not simply the absence of strife, but a balance and harmony between the finite and infinite, the temporal
and the eternal, the material and the spiritual realms. Shalom is a gift from Sar Shalom (~Alv' rf;), the Prince of Peace.
Birkat Kohanim: Num. 6:24-26

www.hebrew4christians.com
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Part 8:
The spirit of
sonship vs. the
spirit of slavery

9

It takes time for believers to come out from under the spirit of slavery [Egypt] into the place
of rest that can be found in Messiah. When we really begin to walk in the Spirit of Sonship,
where we step into all the fullness of a mature son … then every spirit of striving is set
aside and we can build a proper relationship with God as Father.

Romans 8:15 “15 For [the Spirit which] you have now received [is] not a spirit of slavery to
put you once more in bondage to fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption [the
Spirit producing sonship] in [the bliss of] which we cry, Abba (Father)! Father!”

Comparison between a slave and a son in a Roman household …

Slave

Son

Manager – Jezebel
Existed only to meet needs – eat,
sleep, work.
Value was determined by what he
could do.

Leader
Is part of the family, enjoys freedom in
the household.
Emphasizes what he can become as a
person.
Purpose of person as he prepares
Position of profit or loss in household.
himself for responsibilities.
Position depends upon his reaction to
instructions. Love of family was the
Lives under rule.
key. Love and acceptance kept him as
part of the family unit.
Total right of existence is based on
Lived under fear – when asked to
relationship, value was determined by
“jump”, answers “how high?”
who his father was.
10

INWARD sources of a spirit of slavery …
Satan has succeeded in placing things within us which naturally bring forth a spirit of
slavery. A slave only obeys commands – performs.
•

Rejection (what people thinks of you motivates you).

•

Causes a sense of worthlessness.

•

Tends to live under legalism.

•

His worth is determined by how well he achieves.

•

Submits to the needs of others (co-dependent) so that he can win the love and
acceptance of others. Bases relationship with God on service. Wants to feel
needed. Cannot say “no”. You are then abused and become a slave of people.

•

Pride.

•

Legalism, perfectionism.

•

Builds relationship with God on achievement and works. For example, the
Pharisees were proud, rigid, religious – nevertheless, they had no relationship with
God. Proud of what they did – fasted, prayed … now you “feel” worthy. What you
think about yourself is what motivates you – LIE!

•

Condemnation.

•

Always feel guilty.

•

Live under the laws of man – lists of “do’s and don’t’s”.

•

Nothing is ever good enough.

•

Critical. Driven to pray, striving.

•

To live under these produces a spirit of slavery.

OUTWARDLY sources of a spirit of slavery …
•

Fear of man.

1 Corinthians 7:23 “23 You were bought with a price [purchased with a preciousness
and paid for by Christ]; then do not yield yourselves up to become [in your own
estimation] slaves to men [but consider yourselves slaves to Christ].”
Galatians 1:10 “10 Now am I trying to win the favor of men, or of God? Do I seek to please
men? If I were still seeking popularity with men, I should not be a bond servant of Christ
(the Messiah).”
Ephesians 6:6 “6 Not in the way of eye-service [as if they were watching you] and only to
please men, but as servants (slaves) of Christ, doing the will of God heartily and with
your whole soul;”
•

Live in such a way as to measure up to others' expectations.

•

Endeavors to adapt to what others require, because self worth is determined by
their opinions.
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•

Always try to keep up an acceptable front to gain worth from others' good opinions.

•

VERY IMPORTANT! Devil will use people to intimidate, to bring bondage (can’t
pray).
o Fear no person so that you don't make an idol of him in your heart –
everything your life evolves around.
o Fear of man removes fear of God (and vice versa). We’ve all been made of
clay/dust. There is no “red carpet” in God’s Kingdom.

•

Church structures – extremist teaching about authority, where the spirit of the
person is subject to the other
person instead of to God (cults/
sects 1).

•

Marriage – authority of the man
is overemphasized, where a
woman loses her identity and
only lives to fulfill the needs of
her husband.

•

Family:
o Father lives only to fulfill
the needs of his family.
o Father is strict on
obedience, legalism,
perfectionism will
project a spirit of
slavery on his wife and
children. Manager – “do
as I say!”

What is the FRUIT of a
spirit of slavery?
1. Fear and anxiety.
a. Where there is fear,
there
is
NO
RELATIONSHIP. Fear is the principle in operation, the
motivation, the spirit that operates here:
i.

Fear of rejection, failure, people, and so forth.

ii. Fear fills a person with INSECURITY, PARALYSIS, ANXIETY.
2. No rest – no SHALOM.
a. A constant striving.
b. An inability to relax in the LORD.
c. An inability to live by grace.

1

Recommended reading: “Authority Abusers” by George Bloomer.
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The spirit of sonship …
•

Gives value and recognition:
o To whom the person is.
o Their potential.
o Unconditional acceptance.

•

Freedom from the yoke of people.

•

Correct value of yourself – coming from the Father relationship.

•

REST.

Psalm 131:1-2 “LORD, MY heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty; neither do I
exercise myself in matters too great or in things too wonderful for me. 2 Surely I
have calmed and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with his mother, like a weaned child
is my soul within me [ceased from fretting].”

Hebrews 4:9 “9 So then, there is still awaiting a full and complete Sabbath-rest
reserved for the [true] people of God;”
Isaiah 30:15 “15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning [to
Me] and resting [in Me] you shall be saved; in quietness and in [trusting] confidence
shall be your strength. But you would not,”
We have seen that the Roman empires and the world has:
•

Defined the slave standard,

•

Decided how a slave can be treated,

•

When a slave can be set free.
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Whilst on the one hand we see physical enslavement as the bondage to serve others by
hard work, on the other, we should also see the slavery to other things like drugs, sex,
pleasures, and so forth – as well as the slavery to leaders through abuse.
However, the Hebrew language does not use the word slave in the same light.
The story of Noah sets the pattern for this principle. When Noah succumbs to alcohol, one
of the sons (HAM) dishonours his father. The ensuring judgment is pronounced over the
third generation of grandson, namely Canaan.
Genesis 9:25-27 “25 He exclaimed, Cursed be Canaan! He shall be the servant of
servants to his brethren! [Deut. 27:16.] 26 He also said, Blessed be the Lord, the God of
Shem! And blessed by the Lord my God be Shem! And let Canaan be his servant. 27 May
God enlarge Japheth; and let him dwell in the tents of Shem, and let Canaan be his
servant.
We are told that Canaan would be a servant of servants in the tents of Shem and Japeth.
The Hebrew word used here is (e)-A-B-(e)-D [Strong’s Hebrew 5650], meaning:
•

Bondage,

•

Bondman,

•

Servant.

The pictorial-meaning of the letters reveals the following …
•

AYIN:
o Eye, insight.
o Well or spring.
o The hidden meaning however spells out the concept of bondage namely:

•



To oppress,



To tread down,



To trample.

BET:
o A house or dwelling,
o A home,
o The attribute of God.
o We need to understand that the house is a container. The question that
needs to be answered is this – what is it that fills the house, the Spirit of God
or the spirit of the world?

•

DALET:
o A door, gate, or entrance.
o A portal.
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o The combination of the D-L reflects on man’s nature before the Spirit of God
fills his life. This reveals therefore our sinful nature (Galatians 5: 17) and
means that we live as paupers within the context if spirituality.


The door reveals what is behind it – what will we find when we go
through onto the inside?



Only if we have been connected with God do we find peace. The
completion of the word – the D-L-T reflects the following:
• The TAV points to the cross. When we add the cross to our
sinful self we become redeemed by the Messiah. The door then
becomes the path through which a humble man will enter into
the realization of God’s Presence.

If we put all three the letters together we find the following word picture of a servant and/or
slave … the eyes of a man who is bound in slavery will reveal the pain, oppression, and
despair that fills the inner-man/house, and his action will demonstrate the poverty of his
lifestyle.

The Hebraic understanding of a son is radically different …
The Hebrew word B-(e)-N [Strong’s
Hebrew 1121] means “a son, as a
builder of the family name”. This
understanding is in the literal/physical,
as well as in the spiritual sense. It
speaks to the context of:
•

Subject,

•

Nation,

•

Quality,

•

A branch,

•

A brother, resemblance.

When we analyze the meaning of the
individual letters that make up the
word we find the following:
The letter BET has the picturemeaning of a house or dwelling.
However, in the context of the word
and the understanding of the
definition of son we need to go
further in our study.
We find that the BET is also
connected to the first use of this letter
in the word “baar”, which has two meanings: [1] to engrave, [2] to be a well or cistern.
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The BET is also the shape of the sheep pen. The shepherd would sleep across the
opening the protect the sheep. Sheep who follow the Great Shepherd are safe inside the
house.
The Hebrew letter NUN has the picture meaning of a fish or humility (James 4:10).
So, what picture-meaning do we get for the Hebrew word B-(e)-N? A son is a “house” that
is well of life, filled with God’s Word and Spirit, so that those who live “inside” of him will be
engraved with the Image of His Father.
This picture is revealed to us in another interesting way …

We are told that Y’shua [Jesus] is the Cornerstone, and the Stumbling Block, and that the
“stones” will cry out when He returns.
Romans 9:33 “33 As it is written, Behold I am laying in Zion a Stone that will make men
stumble, a Rock that will make them fall; but he who believes in Him [who adheres to,
trusts in, and relies on Him] shall not be put to shame nor be disappointed in his
expectations.”
A son is a living stone that will yearn for Messiah’s return …
Romans 9:24-26 “24 Even including ourselves whom He has called, not only from among
the Jews but also from among the Gentiles (heathen)? 25 Just as He says in Hosea,
Those who were not My people I will call My people, and her who was not beloved [I
will call] My beloved. [Hos. 2:23.] 26 And it shall be that in the very place where it was
said to them, You are not My people, they shall be called sons of the living God.”
1 Peter 2:5 “5 [Come] and, like living stones, be yourselves built [into] a spiritual house,
for a holy (dedicated, consecrated) priesthood, to offer up [those] spiritual sacrifices [that
are] acceptable and pleasing to God through Jesus Christ.”

Are you a SON in the House ... “growing up” and
maturing, as you follow after Messiah?
16

Religion vs. relationship …
Religion

Relationship

Spirit of slavery – always striving for
acceptance.

Spirit of sonship.

Fear of God’s judgment and His
rejection.

Worth is in knowing he is a child of
God – knowing his Father accepts
him.

Afraid to be cast away as worthless.

Knows that God is for him and not
against him (Hebrews 10:19).

We must remember … a person can know the Word, but not the Spirit. Having a spirit of
slavery – having wounds and bruises – the person will tend rather to receive God's
judgment than His Grace and Love. The most important thing for a follower of Messiah is
to learn to have fellowship with God. Ask the Father to reveal His Heart and Love to you …
get to know him in an intimate relationship!
Jeremiah 9:23-24 “23 Thus says the Lord: Let not the wise and skillful person glory and
boast in his wisdom and skill; let not the mighty and powerful person glory and boast in his
strength and power; let not the person who is rich [in physical gratification and earthly
wealth] glory and boast in his [temporal satisfactions and earthly] riches; 24 But let him
who glories glory in this: that he understands and knows Me [personally and
practically, directly discerning and recognizing My character], that I am the Lord,
Who practices loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth, for in
these things I delight, says the Lord.”

Become like a child.
Matthew 18:1-6, 10 “1 AT THAT time the disciples came up and asked Jesus, Who then is
[really] the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And He called a little child to Himself
and put him in the midst of them, 3 And said, Truly I say to you, unless you repent
(change, turn about) and become like little children [trusting, lowly, loving, forgiving], you
can never enter the kingdom of heaven [at all]. 4 Whoever will humble himself therefore
and become like this little child [trusting, lowly, loving, forgiving] is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever receives and accepts and welcomes one little child
like this for My sake and in My name receives and accepts and welcomes Me. 6 But
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in and acknowledge and cleave
to Me to stumble and sin [that is, who entices him or hinders him in right conduct or
thought], it would be better (more expedient and profitable or advantageous) for him to
have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be sunk in the depth of the sea. 10
Beware that you do not despise or feel scornful toward or think little of one of these
little ones, for I tell you that in heaven their angels always are in the presence of and look
upon the face of My Father Who is in heaven.”
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What are the characteristics
of a child of God?
•

Humility as an attitude of the heart and decision of the will (Philippians 2:1-11).

•

Loving unconditionally with faith and trust – “love your neighbour as yourself”.

•

Can forgive easily. Self must be laid down.

•

Naturally teachable and hungry – “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the
Word”.

•

God created us with emotions … joy, tears, clap hands, jump, dance, skip!
Matthew 21:15-16 “16 And
they said to Him, Do You
hear what these are saying?
And Jesus replied to them,
Yes; have you never read,
Out of the mouths of
babes and unweaned
infants You have made
(provided) perfect
praise?”

Luke 10:17-21 “17 The
seventy returned with joy,
saying, Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in
Your name! 18 And He said
to them, I saw Satan falling
like a lightning [flash] from
heaven. 19 Behold! I have
given you authority and
power to trample upon
serpents and scorpions,
and [physical and mental
strength and ability] over
all the power that the
enemy [possesses]; and
nothing shall in any way harm you. 20
Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your
names are enrolled in heaven. 21 In that same hour He rejoiced* and gloried in the
Holy Spirit and said, I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have
concealed these things [relating to salvation] from the wise and understanding and
learned, and revealed them to babes (the childish, unskilled, and untaught). Yes, Father,
for such was Your gracious will and choice and good pleasure.”

In verse twenty-one, the Greek word for *REJOICE is “agalliao”
meaning to leap with JOY!
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Where does God live?
Isaiah 57:15 “15 For thus says the high and lofty One—He Who inhabits eternity, Whose
name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, but with him also who is of a
thoroughly penitent and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive
the heart of the thoroughly penitent [bruised with sorrow for sin].”
The POWER of God is for the childlike ones …
Hebrews 10:19 “19 Therefore, brethren, since we have full freedom and confidence to
enter into the [Holy of] Holies [by the power and virtue] in the Blood of Jesus,”

How is LOVE 2 desired in the Scriptures?
•

Long suffering,

•

Friendly,

•

Does not envy,

•

Does not boast,

•

Is not puffed up,

•

Does not behave rudely,

•

Does not seek its own,

•

Is not provoked,

•

Thinks no evil,

•

Rejoices in the truth,

•

Bears all things,

•

Believes all things,

•

Hopes all things,

•

Endures all things,

•

AGAPE – God’s
Unconditional Love –
NEVER FAILS!

We FIRST have to be recipients of
the LOVE of God BEFORE we
can give it away to others!

2

The Greek word used for LOVE in 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 is “agape”. For additional study,
see our series “The Agape Journey”, available off the website or for order from the ofJice.
19

The Hebrew
Language
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The Hebrew Language ...
What’s the context? It is so important to ask – and answer – this question, particularly
when studying the Scriptures. We need to know what the meaning, understanding,
culture, and value system of the text was in the language and time the text was written.
Our modern-day mindsets cause us to define words within today’s meanings,
understanding, culture, and value systems … however, this is often quite a way off from
what was the original – and intended – understanding.
The Scriptures were written thousands of years ago in HEBREW, and in an EasternSemitic culture. If this is truth, then can we come to a different interpretation of any given
passage?

In order to expand our study and understanding of the Word, we need to have a “crash
course” in the original language the text was written, ancient Hebrew.
Ancient Hebrew has an alphabet of TWENTY-TWO letters. Obviously, words are written
using a combination of these letters [note, there are no vowels]. However, what makes
this language even more of an “adventure” is that each individual letter of the alphabet has
a unique meaning, picture [symbolism], and number. This means, you can study and
understand the plain text as is … and you can study further by delving into the individual
symbolism of the letters. Often, doing this kind of study brings out further meaning and
richness to the passage. You will find that we have used this type of study – examining
the picture-meaning of the Hebrew words – throughout our materials. We have found this
such a blessing in our own understanding of the Scriptures, and trust you will enjoy it just
as much! Truly, God’s Word is ALIVE!
21

Ancient Hebrew3

3

http://elshaddaiministries.us/hebrewalphabet_old.html
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Hebrew for Christians
www.hebrew4christians.com

Learn the Language of the Kingdom

Modern Hebrew4 ...

The Hebrew Alphabet
MARK

NAME

PRONOUNCED

Aleph

Silent letter

#/$"

Bet / Vet

b as in boy (no dot: v as in vine)

%/&"

Gimmel

g as in girl

g

'/("

Dalet

d as in door

d

)"

Hey

h as in hay

h

*"

Vav

v as in vine; “consonantal vowel”

v

+"

Zayin

z as in zebra

z

,"

Chet

ch as in Bach

ch (or h)

-"

Tet

t as in time

t

."

Yod

y as in yes; “consonantal vowel”

y

k as in kite (no dot: ch as in bach)

k / kh

!"

//0/1" Kaf/Khaf *

TRANSLITERATION

‘ (or none)
b/v

2"

Lamed

l as in look

l

3/4"

Mem *

m as in mom (sofit form)

m

5/6"

Nun *

n as in now (sofit form)

n

7"

Samekh

s as in son

s

8"

Ayin

Silent letter

‘ (or none)

9/:/;" Pey/Fey *

p as in park (no dot: ph as in phone)

p / ph

Tzade *

ts as in nuts (sofit form)

ts / tz

>"

Qof

q as in queen

k (or q)

?"

Resh

r as in rain

@/A"

Shin/Sin

sh as in shy (s as in sun)

B/C"

Tav

t as in tall

</="

r
sh / s
t

* Has a different form when it occurs at the end of a word (sofit).

4
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