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Overview of the Journey

• J2F1 “Man’s Purpose And The Gifts Of The Spirit”
We discover that each and everyone of us have been created by GOD the 
Father with a UNIQUE purpose and destiny. In fulfilling this purpose, GOD 
has placed within each of us a special combination of gifts. When we discover 
our gifts, and develop them, we are able to walk in GOD’s Destiny for us  … 
as  well as being able to bless and help others. We also learn how to protect 
our gifts from attack.  

• j2f2 “Generational Blessings”
Each and every one of us have been given a piece of land, a garden. This 
land represents ourselves, as well as our family. We study the important and 
vital role of the father — how it is his job to keep, protect, and nurture the 
garden of our family. 

As priest of the home, a father has a mandate to bless his children. This 
blessing is not simply speaking words of encouragement — but role-
modelling, training, and teaching our children to walk in GOD’s Ways and 
SH’MA His Voice in LOVING obedience. It is a father that establishes our 
identity and gives us significance … and it is  a father’s purpose to bring 
up his children in the LORD, leaving behind a generational legacy of 
righteousness.

• J2F3 “Blessings And Curses Over Motherhood”
Just as important is the role of the father, so is the role of the mother to 
nurture and bond with her children. It is from our mothers that we learn to 
develop and interact in relationships … we learn to either LOVE or FEAR, 
depending on our mother’s nurturing.  

• j2f4 “Understanding water baptism (MIKVAH) and 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit”
In order to possess and enter our land, we must be empowered and 
equipped! Both the water baptism [mikvah] and baptism in the Holy Spirit 
set us apart as unto the LORD, and empower us to walk this journey with 
success.  



The baptism in water (mikvah) of repentance is our declaration of following 
Messiah Y’shua1  (Jesus) as  King and LORD … it is  our “change of status” 
from slavery and bondage to NEW life in Messiah. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is 
our receiving our own special prayer language — we now speak GOD’s 
Language! The Holy Spirit is  also our Perfect Counsellor, directing and 
guiding our steps  on this journey. He guides us into all Truth, strengthens us, 
and brings us refreshing.

• J2F Books 5 - 6

Like Israel in the Book of Deuteronomy, 
we are stand at the border, looking 
into the land. We have come out of 
Egypt, been through the Red Sea 
(mikvah), received the Covenant at 
Mount Sinai, and learnt the lessons of 
the wilderness. We are ready to enter 
and POSSESS the land. We have 
seen the g iants and places  of 
strongholds — and yet we know we 
have the VICTORY in Messiah! He will 
lead us into battle, and grant us the 
victory. Are you ready for the battle?  

In this manual, we explain the warfare … just who/what the enemy is, how he 
and his kingdom operate, and the weapons we have in Messiah to fight. 
GOD has given us the land — His Fullness, Wholeness, and FREEDOM in 
Messiah — but we must possess it, we must fight. Are you prepared to take 
action? The WILL to possess the land is going to be one of the most important 
factors in gaining the VICTORY. The rest is  just basic, straight-forward, battle 
tactics and warfare strategy. The motto? Know your enemy … and be on the 
offensive.

*"Y’shua"(Hebrew)"is"Jesus’"real"name,"which"means"“Salva9on”."We"have"no"
problem"with"the"name"“Jesus”"—"it"is"merely"the"Greek"translitera9on"of"
“Y’shua”."Jesus"is"the"name"most"of"us"grew"up"with."Remember"though,"
Y’shua"was"a"Jew,"of"the"Tribe"of"Judah,"not"a"Greek."It’s"sort"of"like"this"…"
when"you"come"to"know"someone’s"real"name,"you"want"to"use"it,"hence"the"
use"of"Y’shua"instead"of"Jesus."Another"powerful"reason"to"use"Y’shua"is"that"
every"9me"you"say"His"Name,"you"are"proclaiming"“Salva9on”."You"will"also"
note"in"some"places,"we"have"used"the"real"Name"of"the"FATHER,"YHVH."The"
Name"is"made"up"of"the"Hebrew"leQers,"YodRHeyRVavRHey,"and"is"
most"commonly"pronounced"“Yahweh”"or"“Jehovah”."Again,"we"have"chosen"
to"use"this,"as"YHVH"is"the"FATHER’s"Name.



Deuteronomy* 1:21'“21' 'Behold,'the'LORD'your'GOD'has'set'the' land'before'you;'go'up'and'
possess' it,' as' the' LORD,' the' GOD' of' your' fathers,' has' said' to' you.' Fear' not,' neither' be'
dismayed.”

• J2F Books 7-9

We end the J2F series by looking at “the other side of the coin” — dealing 
with EMOTIONAL roots and pain. Satan does not only put us  in bondage … 
but he also bruises us. These bruises grow roots, which we will need to face 
and root out of our lives. In J2F7, we look at the roots of bitterness, rejection, 
rebellion, and pride.  

We work through forgiveness and learn to let go of the past so that we can 
embrace our PURPOSE and destiny in Messiah Y’shua (Jesus)! In the last 
two books (Book 8 and Book 9) of J2F, we continue to look at understanding 
emotional pain/wounds, and how to walk the journey of healing/restoration ...

• J2F Book 8 and 9

As Kanaan Ministries continues  to learn MORE, we again and again realize the 
IMPORTANCE of bonding and building JOY-capacity in childhood, and just 
how ESSENTIAL it is to address childhood pain on the journey to freedom 
and RESTORATION ... when we are emotionally bruised and hurt in childhood, 
and these wounds are NOT dealt with ... we will be ARRESTED in our 
development, unable to MATURE as GOD designed ... to love and grow 
within family and community.
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W H Y ? ! W e w e r e c r e a t e d f o r 
RELATIONSHIP and FELLOWSHIP, right 
from the Beginning, when GOD walked 
with Adam in the Garden, in the cool of 
the day ... within each and everyone of 
us is  the DESIRE and NEED for family, 
fellowship, and COMMUNITY ...
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When I’m hurt in childhood — either through rejection, abuse (sexual, 
emotional, physical), and/or trauma — I loose trust and become a 
SURVIVOR ... 



“I can’t trust ANYONE!”
“If I don’t look out for MYSELF, who else will?!”

“I’m not going to let ANYONE hurt me like that again!”

And so we waver between desperately wanting LOVE and fellowship (co-
dependency), and putting up walls around us (isolation). NOT healing the 
wounds of childhood perpetuates the destructive family CYCLES of 
brokenness and hurt, from generation to generation ... 

Unable to cope with life, we turn to B.E.E.P.S. — Behaviors, Events, 
Experiences, People, and Substances — anything that brings  comfort or 
“escape” from the pain ...

In J2F8, we learn the development stages of childhood, and how our brains 
are literally wired through BONDING ... this  is  so important for PARENTS! We 
also learn about the lies/pain of childhood, and how we carry this BAGGAGE 
into adulthood, which keeps us in ARRESTED development ...

J2F9 is the follow-on from J2F8, and discusses more specifically MOTHER-
bonds, and how, if our mother-bonds were weak or unhealthy/un-Godly, we 
will be open to abuse and DECEPTION, particularly in the FALSE 
prophetic ...

As with the entire J2F series, J2F8 and 
J2F9 deal with addressing the ROOT 
issues ... this is  the only way for true/
complete RESTORATION!

Y’shua (Jesus) said He came to put an 
AXE to the ROOT — if you only look at 
dealing with the FRUIT (drugs, depression, 
eating disorders, anger, and so forth) and 
not the roots that PRODUCE the fruit, 
you will not walk in lasting victory and 
wholeness ...
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In J2F8 and J2F9 we learn to address the ROOTS of pain, hurt, and lies in our 
childhood — and what the building blocks are to grow to MATURITY — and 
the steps in the HEALING journey ...



Armed with these TOOLS, you can start to pray that these missing building 
blocks (of Godly bonding, building joy-capacity, family/community, and 
mentorship) be put back into place, that you can walk in greater intimacy 
with GOD the Father, and others! That you can MATURE and walk in 
WHOLENESS!

A word on the prayers of renunciation ...

Our books of prayers of renunciations work IN-CONJUNCTION with the J2F 
series (as you work through the materials) — they are not designed to be used 
on their own ... 

And we want to EMPHASIZE the 
importance of working through 
the entire J2F series, in order 
to get the full understanding/
teaching/background of dealing 
with generational curses and 
deliverance, how the spiritual 
realm works, and inner healing 
-- that you can pray so much 
more EFFECTIVELY!

PLEASE NOTE! In our years  of 
experience/ministry, we have 
found that deliverance and inner healing are NOT just a prayer — we are 
VERY complicated beings, and there are so many areas one has to explore, to 
find the roots of so many issues we battle with.

This  is why we ask people to work through the entire J2F series — this 
enables the person to understand what went wrong, to recognize and identify 
the roots/issue they need to deal with ... and how they are able to receive 
healing, and keep their deliverance ...

We also strongly encourage those who can, to get the J2F DVD’s. The manuals 
are really just the framework for the series, where the DVD’s  are the real 
“meat” with Amanda teaching/expounding the material, using real-life 
examples, as well as slides and diagrams -- we especially encourage everyone 
to get the J2F6 DVD’s, for more detailed explanation in dealing with and 
breaking generational curses.
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Mikvah

Water Baptism



The Hebraic Background
Of Christian Baptism1

There is no question that Christian baptisms originated with ancient baptisms [mikvah] in 
Judaism.  Such items as Messiah, Scripture, altar, pulpit, songs, offerings, the Lord's 
Passover Supper, as well as baptism itself are all derived from ancient Judaism.

Dr. Merrill Tenney, the editor of the Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible said: 

"Baptism as a rite of immersion was not begun by Christians but was taken 
by them from Jewish forms …" 

Since early Christianity was  originally the Messianic Judaism of Y’shua's [Jesus’] day, it is 
without question that Baptism in the New Testament was originally Hebraic. Further 
evidence comes from scholars like William Lasor and David Daube who tell us of the early 
church's practice of Baptism [mikvah] after the custom of the Jews.

History Of The “Mikvah”
The term mikvah in Hebrew literally means any “gathering of waters”, but is  specifically 
used in Jewish tradition for the waters or bath for the ritual immersion. 

Genesis 1:10 “10  God called the dry land Earth, and the accumulated waters He called 
Seas. And God saw that this was good (fitting, admirable) and He approved it.”

The “mikvah” was the immersion pool used by God’s People in ancient times for purposes 
of purification.  

3
1"Addi&onal"study"sources:"www.essene.com"and"www.equipministry.com.

http://www.essene.com
http://www.essene.com
http://www.equipministry.com
http://www.equipministry.com


Each morning, before beginning their priestly service at the Temple, the priests and Levites 
would immerse themselves in a mikvah bath at the Temple, to purify and cleanse 
themselves, so they were physically and ritually pure, before performing their priestly 
duties.  Also, each worshipper at the Temple was required to undergo a mikvah bath of 
immersion before coming onto the sacred Temple Mount.  Many of the ancient mikvah 
baths have been discovered by archeologists at the base of the steps leading up to he 
southern portion of the Temple Mount.

Interestingly, on the Day of Atonement – Yom Kippur – the Kohen Ha’Gadol [high priest] of 
Israel was immersed in the mikvah at the Temple five different times in the course of his 
duties during the Yom Kippur ceremonies.  His first immersion occurred in the morning 
before he put on his  glorious priestly garments, for the first service outside the Holy of 
Holies.  His second immersion in the mikvah took place when he changed into a simple 
white tunic, and linen trousers, and prepared to perform the service inside the Holy of 
Holies, coming before God Himself.  The high priest then brought the blood of the sin 
offering of a bull, for himself and his family, before God’s Throne [in the Holy of Holies, 
Leviticus 16:4, 11-12].  He then emerged, entered the mikvah once again, and changed 
back to his glorious garments, to do service outside the Holy of Holies.

The high priest’s  fourth immersion took place before he changed back into the white 
garments, to bring the blood of the sin offering – a goat – for the people of Israel into the 
Holy of Holies [Leviticus 16:15-16].  The “goat for the Lord” symbolized Y’shua 
Ha’Mashiach – Jesus  the Christ – the Anointed One of God.  This  was the goat “for the 
Lord”, as opposed to goat for Azazel, which was banished into the wilderness – a type of 
satan the devil who will be banished into an abyss at the beginning of the reign of Messiah 
Y’shua [Revelation 20:1-2].  Then, upon exiting the Holy of Holies, the high priest changed 
back into his normal priestly garments, the fifth change, and performed his  duties outside 
the Holy of the Holies once again.

4



The Essenes were anciently known as regular practitioners  of daily immersion.  In the 
Talmud these daily mikvah practitioners are called tovelei shaharit, or “dawn bathers”.  Not 
only Nazarenes, but several other Jewish groups observed ritual immersion every day to 
assure readiness for the coming of the Messiah.  Epiphanius mentioned one of these 
groups called Hemerobaptists, which means “daily bathers” in Greek.  The Clementine 
Homilies, or Recognitions of Clement, tell us that Peter always washed, often in the sea, 
before dawn, which was no doubt a custom of all Nazarenes of his time.  This practice 
received great attention by early historical writers  on the Essenes.  Qumran is certainly 
filled with ritual bathing pools and one quite large community, Miqvah has  been uncovered 
outside of the Essene synagogue/Temple site in the Essene quarter of Jerusalem.

On the third day of creation, we see the source of the word mikvah for the first time:

Genesis 1:10 “10  God called the dry land Earth, and the accumulated waters He called 
Seas. And God saw that this was good (fitting, admirable) and He approved it.”

Because of this reference in Genesis, the ocean is a legitimate place to mikvah.

The Mikva’ot Around The Temple
The mikvah offers  the individual and 
the community the remarkable gift of 
purity and holiness.

The New Testament tells us  that 
many of the early church's daily 
activities were centered around the 
Temple. Historically, we know that 
there were many ritual immersion 
baths [mikva’ot] on the Temple 
Mount , inc lud ing one in the 
Chamber of Lepers situated in the 
northwest corner of the Court of 
Women.

Josephus tells us that even during 
the years of war [66-73 A.D.], the 
laws of ritual immersion were strictly 
adhered to. The Temple itself 
contained immersion baths in 
various places for the priests to 
use, even in the vaults beneath the 
court. 

The high priest had special 
immersion pools in the Temple, two 

of which are mentioned in the Mishnah. We are told one of these was in the Water Gate in 
the south of the court and another was on the roof of the Parva Chamber. 
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Additional places for immersion are found on the Mount of Olives, connected with the 
burning of the red heifer. A special ramp led to the mikvah on the Mount of Olives from the 
Temple Mount, which was built as an arched way over another arched way to avoid 
uncleanness from the graves in the valley below. 

Recent archaeological excavations have found forty-eight different mikva’ot near the 
Monumental Staircase leading into the Temple Complex. We know that convert baptisms 
were not a new thing in Judaism.  

Three Scenarios When 
A Mikvah Was Required

According the Torah, there are a number of “main” scenarios to indicate when a mikvah 
would be required.

• Occasions describing “birth”.

In the physical …

The purification that every woman performs after her monthly menstrual cycle is  a 
declaration that “new life” has been set into motion.

Leviticus 12:1-2, 7 “AND THE Lord said to Moses, 2  Say to the Israelites, If a woman 
conceives and bears a male child, she shall be unclean seven days, unclean as during her 
monthly discomfort. 7  And he shall offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her, 
and she shall be cleansed from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who has borne 
a male or a female child.”

In the spiritual …

We see this “birth” when Paul tells us that through the “mikvah” of the Red Sea we are 
“included” as followers and disciples of Moses and Y’shua [Jesus].

1 Corinthians 10:2 “2  And each one of them [allowed himself also] to be baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea [they were thus brought under obligation to the 
Law, to Moses, and to the covenant, consecrated and set apart to the service of God];”

Roman 6:3-6 “3  Are you ignorant of the fact that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  4  We were buried therefore with Him by the 
baptism into death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious [power] 
of the Father, so we too might [habitually] live and behave in newness of life.  5  For if 
we have become one with Him by sharing a death like His, we shall also be [one with Him 
in sharing] His resurrection [by a new life lived for God].  6  We know that our old 
(unrenewed) self was nailed to the cross with Him in order that [our] body [which is the 
instrument] of sin might be made ineffective and inactive for evil, that we might no longer 
be the slaves of sin.”
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The mikvah – as a symbol of renewal after reconnecting your spirit to God – is a [1] 
declaration of the reversal of the downward trend in your life … [2] a memorial and an act 
of faith as you symbolically enter the “womb” again to emerge as a new creation.

Job 38:29-30 “29  Out of whose womb came the ice? And the hoary frost of heaven, who 
has given it birth?  30  The waters are congealed like stone, and the face of the deep is 
frozen.”

• Occasions describing the perfection after “death”.

A mikvah was performed after sickness and exposure to certain diseases.

Leviticus 13:1, 8, 14-15, 36 “AND THE Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 8  If the priest sees 
that the eruption or scab  is spreading in the skin, then he shall pronounce him unclean; it 
is leprosy. 14  But when the raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean. 15  And the 
priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean; for the raw flesh is unclean; 
it is leprosy. 36  Then the priest shall examine him, and if the mangelike spot is spread in 
the skin, the priest need not look for the yellow hair; the patient is unclean.”

Leviticus 14:8-9 “8  He who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, 
and bathe himself in water; and he shall be clean. After that he shall come into the camp, 
but stay outside his tent seven days.  9  But on the seventh day he shall shave all his hair 
off his head, his beard, his eyebrows, and his [body]; and he shall wash his clothes and 
bathe his body in water, and be clean.”

A mikvah was performed after having contact with a dead animal.

Leviticus 16:24-26 “24  And he shall bathe his body with water in a sacred place and put 
on his garments, and come forth and offer his burnt offering and that of the people, and 
make atonement for himself and for them. 25  And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn 
upon the altar. 26  The man who led the sin-bearing goat out and let him go for Azazel or 
removal shall wash his clothes and bathe his body, and afterward he may come into 
the camp.”
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Leviticus 17:15-16 “15  And every person who eats what dies of itself or was torn by 
beasts, whether he is native-born or a temporary resident, shall wash his clothes 
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until evening; then shall he be clean.  16  
But if he does not wash his clothes or bathe his body, he shall bear his own iniquity [for it 
shall not be borne by the sacrifice of atonement].”

A mikvah was performed after having contact with a dead body.

Numbers 19:11-13 “11  He who touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean for 
seven days. 12  He shall purify himself with the water for impurity [made with the 
ashes of the burned heifer] on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be clean. But 
if he does not purify himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean. 13  
Whoever touches the corpse of any who has died and does not purify himself defiles the 
tabernacle of the Lord, and that person shall be cut off from Israel. Because the water for 
impurity was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is still upon 
him.”

A mikvah in this  instance is a prophetic declaration that this cleansing is a mirror image 
of the end-time resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:29 “29  Otherwise, what do people mean by being [themselves] 
baptized in behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized 
for them?”

In a sense, when the “death” that is part of man’s fallen nature and in our hearts, a stone 
has been removed by our petition of repentance, and by our rebirth in mikvah.  Why would 
this  be important to God?  He is telling us that we should have nothing to do with death.  
In the spiritual, we should be watchmen looking out for “things” – idolatry, sin, and so forth 
– that would bring death to our spirits.

• Occasions when we are in the Presence of God.
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A mikvah was performed when accepting the role as a kohen [priest] – in today’s terms, 
someone who is called into five-fold leadership.

Exodus 29:4 “4  And bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the Tent of Meeting [out 
where the laver is] and wash them with water.”

Exodus 40:12 “12  You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the Tent of Meeting 
and wash them with water.”

• A mikvah was performed when celebrating the Feasts of the LORD, or times of 
remembrance.

Leviticus 16:4, 24, 26, 28 “4 He shall put on the holy linen undergarment, and he shall 
have the linen breeches upon his body, and be girded with the linen girdle or sash, and 
with the linen turban or miter shall he be attired; these are the holy garments; he shall 
bathe his body in water and then put them on.  24 And he shall bathe his body with water 
in a sacred place and put on his garments, and come forth and offer his burnt offering and 
that of the people, and make atonement for himself and for them.  26 The man who led the 
sin-bearing goat out and let him go for Azazel or removal shall wash his clothes and bathe 
his body, and afterward he may come into the camp.  28 And he who burns them shall 
wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the 
camp.”

Flowing Water

The requirement for ritual baptisms is  that of a spring or flowing river or body of water. 
Y’shua fulfilled this order in Matthew 3:16 as  He comes to be baptized in the Jordan River 
"fulfilling all righteousness", and illustrated the forgiving of sins, therefore, we hear Him 
using this term concerning Himself.

John 4:10-11 “10  Jesus answered her, If you had only known and had recognized God’s 
gift and Who this is that is saying to you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him 
[instead] and He would have given you living water.  11  She said to Him, Sir, You have 
nothing to draw with [no drawing bucket] and the well is deep; how then can You provide 
living water? [Where do You get Your living water?]”

9



The Water Restrictions
There were also six basic restrictions [which come from the original Hebrew words found 
in Leviticus 11:36] on the water used in the mikvah including such rules as:

! The mikvah cannot contain other liquid besides water. 
! The water has to be either built into the ground or be an integral part of a building 

attached to the ground. 
! The mikvah cannot be flowing except for a natural spring, river or ocean. 
! The water cannot be manually drawn. 
! The water cannot be channeled to the mikvah by anything unclean. 
! The mikvah must contain at least forty sa'ah or approximately 200 gallons of water.

The term sa'ah2 is an ancient Biblical measurement equivalent to approximately 20 liters. 
Rabbi Yitzchok ben Sheshes said the amount of forty sa'ah was derived from the idea that 
the largest normal human body has a volume of twenty sa'ah, therefore the amount of 
water needed to "nullify" this body is double this amount or forty sa'ah.

Hidden Meaning Of The Mikvah
The first use of the word mikvah is found in the opening chapter of Genesis.  We read that 
… the Holy Spirit:

• Moved (Strong’s Hebrew 7363), meaning to “brood, relax, shake, and/or move”.

… over the face of the waters – figuratively, this is  as in seed that produces  life.  From 
this we can see that God’s Seed has come to purify, restore, and give life to the waters.

10
2"The"term"sa'ah"is"an"ancient"Biblical"measurement"equivalent"to"approximately"20"liters.



Genesis 1:2 “2 The earth was without form and an empty waste, and darkness was upon 
the face of the very great deep. The Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding) over 
the face of the waters.”

Later on we will read that:

• The earth is “born out” of the waters,
• The earth is brought forth in a cleansed state in order to produce the life,
• Seeds, plants – all living things – will require water.

Genesis 1:6 “6 And God said, Let there be a firmament [the expanse of the sky] in the 
midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters [below] from the waters [above].”

We then read that God called the “gathering” – or accumulated – of the waters, which 
was the sea.

Genesis 1:10 “10 God called the dry land Earth, and the accumulated waters He called 
Seas. And God saw that this was good (fitting, admirable) and He approved it.”

Mikvah [“accumulated”] – Strong’s Hebrew 4723 – is the Hebrew word for “gathering”, 
meaning “something waited for; a collection of water; a reservoir; a caravan of horses  or 
camels; abiding; hope”.

Mikvah comes from the root word gavah, meaning “to bind together; to twist; to expect or 
wait for”.

Pictorially, what we see within these various meanings is  the realization that as  we wait 
expectedly, and are covered in a reservoir of water, we will receive hope.  

Let’s look at the meaning of each one of the Hebrew letters that make up the word mikvah.

M-K-V-H:

• Mem = water, cresting wave, river of life.
• Kaf = winged creature taking off.
• Vav = connection, peg, joined together.
• Hey = doorway, entrance, window.

The picture meaning reads something like this  … “As we enter the water of life, the Holy 
Spirit arises to connect you to the Father that you see, through the opening into Heaven”.

Earlier we spoke about hope.  Hope implies a change in status. Where we as a “son in the 
pig-pen” – after the mikvah – are given the opportunity to start all over again.

The mikvah takes us back to the beginning, back to the “womb”.  Essentially, it means that 
we start all over again on a new foundation.
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In the Book of Jeremiah, the word mikvah is used in this sense, along with the mikvah’s 
association with rain and “living water” being given a metaphorical purpose.  “O, the 
mikvah of Israel, all who forsake you will be ashamed … because they have forsaken the 
fountain of living water.  Are there any of the worthless idols  of the nations, that can cause 
rain?  Or can the heavens give showers?  Is it not You, our God, and do we not mikvah for 
You?  For You have made all these things …”

We find this same meaning in other places in the Torah:

• In the Book of Exodus, as the Israelites leave Egypt on their journey to the 
Promised Land.

Exodus 15:8 “8 With the blast of Your nostrils the waters piled up3, the floods stood fixed 
in a heap, the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.”

In the Book of Joshua, the people cross the River Jordan in order to enter the Promised 
Land.  They will build an altar, pass through the waters.  Note, this mikvah takes place 
before entering the Land and going on to remove the giants.

Joshua 3:16 “16 Then the waters which came down from above [1] stood and [2] rose 
up in a heap far off, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those flowing down 
toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt [Dead] Sea, were wholly cut off. And the people 
passed over opposite Jericho.”

1. Stood – Strong’s Hebrew 5975 means “to stand; to abide; to establish; to raise up”.
2. Rose – Strong’s Hebrew 6965 means “to lift up; to rear up; to establish; to 

succeed”.

Here we see the combination of the water gathering in order to cause those passing 
through to be established, and to succeed.
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Paul – through the Law of Parallels [1 Corinthians 15:45-49] – reveals to us the following 
regarding mikvah/immersion:

• In the physical ... we voluntarily step into water as a sign and a symbol of our 
belief that we are purified.

• In the spiritual … we understand that we are prophetically proclaiming our faith in 
the fact that we will rise up again in the last days.

In both cases we trust in the Word of God.

Who will purify us?  Our Father in Heaven!

Ezekiel 36:25 “25 Then will I  sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from 
all your uncleanness; and from all your idols will I cleanse you.”

Why Be Immersed?  Is This A Ritual?
Ritual is defined in the New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary as “a strictly ordered 
traditional method of conducting an act of worship”.  Would anyone care to deny that they 
perform rituals in keeping Shabbat [Sabbath], appointed Feasts of the LORD, or using 
“rituals” in worshipping, prayer, and fasting.  So is baptism!  The mistake/danger is that 
often the person believes he/she will gain salvation by doing the “ritual” of mikvah.  
However, rituals are part of prescribed and expected behavior that is pleasing to YHVH.

“The baptismal water [mikvah] in rabbinic literature was referred to as  the womb of the 
world, and as a convert came out of the water it was considered a new birth separating 
him from the pagan world. As the convert came out of these waters his status  was 
changed and he was referred to as “a little child just born” or “a child of one day”.
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We see the New Testament using similar terms as  “born anew,” “new creation,” and “born 
from above.” 

Mishpatim are those laws governing the civil and moral fabric of life.  They are logical, 
readily understood, and widely appreciated as pivotal to the foundation and maintenance 
of a healthy society. Examples include the proscription against murder, theft, and adultery.

Eidat are those rituals and rites best described as testimonials.  This  category includes  the 
many religious acts  that serve as testament to cardinal beliefs  of our Faith, such as the 
observance of Shabbat [Sabbath] and the celebration of Pesach [Passover].

Chukkim are supra-rational principles, they are Divine Decrees about which the human 
mind can form no judgment. Chukkim completely defy human intellect and understanding.  
From time immemorial, they have been a source of amusement, a target of scorn, and an 
uncomfortable and shameful presence to the detractors of our Faith.  They personify a 
mitzvah at its best, a pure, unadulterated avenue of connection with God.  These mitzvot 
are recognized as the greatest, the ones capable of affecting the soul on the deepest level.  
Unimpeded by the limitations of the human mind, these statues are practiced for one 
reason only: the fulfillment of God’s Word, such as the laws of mikvah.

When all is said and done, an understanding of the ultimate reason for the framework of 
family purity and its culminating point – immersion in the mikvah – is impossible.  We 
observe simply because God ordained it. The mikvah was a process of spiritual 
purification and cleansing which must be accepted by faith.

The concept of immersion as a process that leads to death is found in the following 
three places:

Exodus 15:4 “4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his host has He cast into the sea; his chosen 
captains also are sunk in the Red Sea.”

Psalm 9:16 “16 The Lord has made Himself known; He executes judgment; the wicked 
are snared in the work of their own hands. Higgaion [meditation]. Selah [pause, and calmly 
think of that]!”
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Lamentations 2:9 “9 Her gates have sunk into the ground; He has destroyed and broken 
her bars. Her king and her princes are [exiled] among the nations; the law is no more; her 
prophets also obtain no vision from the Lord.”

Sunk – Strong’s  Hebrew 2882 – means to sink, drown, or settle.  This thought is  picked up 
by Paul [Romans 6] when he describes a change in status through mikvah.  We see that 
through the mikvah, we are buried with Messiah, and raised up in His Life.

Ephesians 2:1-6 “1 AND YOU [He made alive], when you were dead (slain) by [your] 
trespasses and sins 2 In which at one time you walked [habitually]. You were following the 
course and fashion of this world [were under the sway of the tendency of this present age], 
following the prince of the power of the air. [You were obedient to and under the control of] 
the [demon] spirit that still constantly works in the sons of disobedience [the careless, the 
rebellious, and the unbelieving, who go against the purposes of God]. 3 Among these we 
as well as you once lived and conducted ourselves in the passions of our flesh [our 
behavior governed by our corrupt and sensual nature], obeying the impulses of the flesh 
and the thoughts of the mind [our cravings dictated by our senses and our dark 
imaginings]. We were then by nature children of [God’s] wrath and heirs of [His] 
indignation, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God—so rich is He in His mercy! Because of 
and in order to satisfy the great and wonderful and intense love with which He loved us, 5 
Even when we were dead (slain) by [our own] shortcomings and trespasses, He made us 
alive together in fellowship and in union with Christ; [He gave us the very life of Christ 
Himself, the same new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is by grace (His favor and 
mercy which you did not deserve) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made 
partakers of Christ’s salvation). 6 And He raised us up together with Him and made us sit 
down together [giving us joint seating with Him] in the heavenly sphere [by virtue of our 
being] in Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed One).”

It is through mikvah that we truly become a new creation.

2 Corinthians 5:17 “17 Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is 
a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] 
has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!”
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Our status is  changed from bondage and slavery in death … to a son of YHVH, the Father, 
full of LIFE.

Galatians 4:7 “7 Therefore, you are no longer a slave (bond servant) but a son; and if a 
son, then [it follows that you are] an heir by the aid of God, through Christ.”

Although God has not revealed all the meanings of the mikvah, it is  obvious  how important 
it is due to the amount of writing given to the topic in Scripture – as well as Y’shua’s 
[Jesus] goal to fulfill the Commandment.

How Immersion Was Done
Jewish convert baptisms have never been taken lightly, and in ancient times immersion 
was to be performed in the presence of witnesses. The individual stood straight up with the 
feet spread and the hands held out in front. The candidate would totally immerse 
themselves by squatting in the water with a witness or baptizer doing the officiating. 
Note the New Testament points out the fact that Y’shua [Jesus] came up straightway out of 
the water.

Matthew 3:16 “16  And when Jesus was baptized, He went up at once out of the water; 
and behold, the heavens were opened, and he [John] saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting on Him.”

The earliest drawing of Christian baptism found on the wall of a Roman catacomb in the 
second century show John standing on the bank of the Jordan helping Y’shua [Jesus] 
back to shore.  Ancient Jewish sages teach that the word mikvah has the same letters as 
Ko(v)Meh, the Hebrew word for "rising" or "standing tall," therefore we see the idea of 
being baptized "straightway" or standing in the straight or upright position.  Although it is 
the Jewish belief that repentance is  necessary, purification from defilement is  done 
primarily through water, while the other effects of sins are covered by blood.

Romans 4:7 “7  Blessed and happy and to be envied are those whose iniquities are 
forgiven and whose sins are covered up and completely buried.”

Hebrews 9:22 “22  [In fact] under the Law almost everything is purified by means of blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is neither release from sin and its guilt nor the 
remission of the due and merited punishment for sins.”

Note the other important aspects of ancient Jewish immersion:

• Immersion was accompanied by exhortations – questions and answers  from the 
convert) and benedictions. A convert would reaffirm his acceptance of the Old 
Testament by declaring, "I will do and I will hear" which was a phrase from the oath 
that was originally taken by the priests not to forsake the Torah and 
Commandments. This ritual demonstrates the willingness of the convert to forsake 
his/her Gentile background and assume his Jewish identity by taking on the status 
of one who keeps the Commandments. 
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Deuteronomy 29:9-14 “9  Therefore keep the words of this covenant and do them, that 
you may deal wisely and prosper in all that you do. 10  All of you stand today before the 
Lord your God—your heads, your tribes, your elders, and your officers, even all the men of 
Israel, 11  Your little ones, your wives, and the stranger and sojourner in your camp, from 
the hewer of your wood to the drawer of your water—12  That you may enter into the 
covenant of the Lord your God, and into His oath which He makes with you today, 13  That 
He may establish you this day as a people for Himself, and that He may be to you a God 
as He said to you and as He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 14  It is 
not with you only that I make this sworn covenant,” 

• The idea of total immersion comes from the Scripture in Leviticus 15:16 when it 
says, "He shall wash all his  flesh in the water". One reason it was customary to 
immerse three times was because the word mikvah occurs three times in the 
passage.

Modern'mikvah'bath'picturing'total'immersion'in'the'water.

Leviticus 15:16 “16  And if any man has a discharge of semen, he shall wash all his body 
in water, and be unclean until evening.”
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• The practice of immersing seven times is based on the account of Naaman.  In 2 
Kings 5, a gentile named Naaman was sent to the prophet Elisha to be cured of his 
leprosy.  Elisha’s instructions include a “washing” ritual which Naaman thought to be 
silly at first.  But he was persuaded by his  servant that since it was simple enough 
to “dip” himself seven times in the Jordan River, it was at least worth a try.  In giving 
this  instruction, Elisha seems to have combined the “sprinkling seven times” with 
the “washing” itself.  None-the-less, it is clear that his  “washing” took a total 
immersion.

• In the Biblical Archaeology Review, Dr. William LaSor says that apparently the 
Biblical phrase "in the name of" was an indication of the required witness. In 
several New Testament references such as I Corinthians 1:13, 15; Matthew 21:25; 
Acts 1:22; and Acts 19:3 we see early baptism mentioned in conjunction with the 
name of individuals such as John and Paul. 

• The baptismal water [mikvah] in rabbinic literature was referred to as the womb of 
the world, and as a convert came out of the water it was considered a new birth 
separating him from the pagan world. We find also that Y’shua [Jesus] used the 
term “born again”.

John 3:3-5 “3  Jesus answered him, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that unless a 
person is born again (anew, from above), he cannot ever see (know, be acquainted with, 
and experience) the kingdom of God.  4  Nicodemus said to Him, How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter his mother’s womb again and be born?  5  Jesus answered, 
I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, unless a man is born of water and [even] the Spirit, 
he cannot [ever] enter the kingdom of God.”

And by the words "born again" it is clearly meant "REGENERATION". Therefore, water 
and Spirit baptisms are "REGENERATION" baptisms. As the convert comes out of the 
waters of separation his status  is changed and he was referred to as "a little child just 
born" or "a child of one day". 

We see the New Testament using similar Jewish terms as "born again", "new creation", 
and "born from above". According to Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum rabbinic writings use the 
term "born again" to refer to at least six different occurrences. Note each of these life-
changing experiences: 
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⇒ When a Gentile converts to Judaism. 
⇒ When an individual is crowned king. 
⇒ At age thirteen when a Jewish boy chooses to embrace God's  Covenant and be 

numbered with the believers. 
⇒ Before an individual gets married4. 
⇒ When an individual becomes a rabbi [accepting the call for full-time ministry]. 
⇒ When an individual becomes the head of a rabbinical school [heads up a ministry].

Repentance Without Baptism
One of the most important teachings in Judaism is that of repentance. According to both 
Scripture and rabbinic literature, if a person repents and forsakes sin, he will be forgiven 
by God. According to Dr. David Flusser, the Dead Sea Scrolls  as well as the New 
Testament teach that water can purify the body only if the soul has first been purified 
through repentance and righteousness.

Water And Blood Both Illustrate God's 
Cleansing

Both water and blood are used constantly in the Old Testament and the New Testament as 
the two main agents to illustrate God's Cleansing. The Jews believe that uncleanness is 
not physical, but rather a spiritual condition as related in Leviticus 11:44, where it states 
by wrong actions one can make the "soul unclean".

Leviticus 11:44 “44  For I am the Lord your God; so consecrate yourselves and be holy, 
for I am holy; neither defile yourselves with any manner of thing that multiplies in large 
numbers or swarms.”
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Therefore, the purification through ritual immersion, is  really about the soul, rather than 
the body. Note how both water and blood are cited in Scripture: 

• Blood is used in cleansing in relation to the Passover Lamb [Exodus 12]. 
• Blood is used in cleansing in relation to the Day of Atonement [Leviticus 16]. 
• Blood is used in cleansing in relation to the Feast Offerings [Leviticus 23]. 
• Blood is used in cleansing in relation to the five Levitical Offerings [Leviticus 1-7]. 
• Blood is used in cleansing in relation to the atonement for the soul.

Leviticus 17:11-14 “11  For the life (the animal soul) is in the blood, and I have given it for 
you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes 
atonement, by reason of the life [which it represents].  12  Therefore I have said to the 
Israelites, No person among you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger who dwells 
temporarily among you eat blood.  13  And any of the Israelites or of the strangers who 
sojourn among them who takes in hunting any clean beast or bird shall pour out its blood 
and cover it with dust.  14  As for the life of all flesh, the blood of it represents the life of it; 
therefore I said to the Israelites, You shall partake of the blood of no kind of flesh, for the 
life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats of it shall be cut off.” 

• Water is used in cleansing in relation to the separation and the ashes of the Red 
Heifer [Numbers 19]. 

• Water is used in cleansing in relation to the consecration to priestly ministry.

Leviticus 8:6 “6  Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water.”
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Water is used in cleansing in relation to the cleansing of the leper.

Leviticus 14:1-8 “AND THE Lord said to Moses, 2  This shall be the law of the leper on 
the day when he is to be pronounced clean: he shall be brought to the priest [at a meeting 
place outside the camp]; 3  The priest shall go out of the camp [to meet him]; and [he] shall 
examine him, and if the disease is healed in the leper, 4  Then the priest shall command to 
take for him who is to be cleansed two living clean birds and cedar wood and scarlet 
[material] and hyssop.  5  And the priest shall command to kill one of the birds in an 
earthen vessel over fresh, running water.  6  As for the living bird, he shall take it, the 
cedar wood, and the scarlet [material], and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living 
bird in the blood of the bird killed over the running water; 7  And he shall sprinkle [the 
blood] on him who is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times and shall pronounce him 
clean, and shall let go the living bird into the open field.  8  He who is to be cleansed shall 
wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and bathe himself in water; and he shall be clean. 
After that he shall come into the camp, but stay outside his tent seven days.”

Water is used in cleansing in relation to the different washings of the Law.

Hebrews 9:10 “10  For [the ceremonies] deal only with clean and unclean meats and 
drinks and different washings, [mere] external rules and regulations for the body imposed 
to tide the worshipers over until the time of setting things straight [of reformation, of the 
complete new order when Christ, the Messiah, shall establish the reality of what these 
things foreshadow—a better covenant].”

Water is used in relation to the remission of sins Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5; Mark 16:16; Acts 
22:16; Romans 6:3; I Peter 3:20-21; Ephesians 5:26; John 19:34; I John 5:6; Hebrews 
9:19- 23.

Summary in a nutshell …

Once you have made a decision to follow Y’shua [Jesus] and make Him your LORD and 
Savior … the next step is mikvah.  The mikvah is a PUBLIC witness, declaration, and 
proclamation of one’s decision to follow Y’shua [Jesus].
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1. Mikvah brings a change of status  – from death to LIFE, from slavery and bondage, 
to becoming a SON of the Father YHVH.

2. Mikvah is the public declaration that you have changed kingdoms – you have come 
out of the kingdom of darkness, into the Kingdom of YHVH and His Rule.

3. In this, mikvah is a powerful act of spiritual warfare.  It is the definite point at which 
we cut off the enemy and his  authority in our lives.  When was Israel’s slavery, 
oppression, and enemy truly destroyed?  When did the kingdom of darkness no 
longer have authority over God’s People?  Remember this is a parallel for our own 
walk of faith … Pharaoh and his army were drowned completely in the waters of the 
Red Sea after God’s People had come through the “mikvah”.

Exodus 14:13, 26-30 “13  Moses told the people, Fear not; stand still (firm, confident, 
undismayed) and see the salvation of the Lord which He will work  for you today. For the 
Egyptians you have seen today you shall never see again.”

4. Mikvah is  a symbol of our acceptance of the Yoke of the Kingdom, such as when a 
boy/girl performs a mikvah before his bar mitzvah / her bat mitzvah.

5. Mikvah is  our declaration that were have repented [returned to God] – turned away 
from and dying to what we were, from living our OWN life – and choosing to LIVE in 
Y’shua [Jesus] and His Resurrection.  It is our NEW birth.
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Conditions To Mikvah5

From Scripture, we find there are some conditions to consider before mikvah:

• Repentance.
Acts 2:37-38 “37  Now when they heard this they were stung (cut) to the heart, and they 
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles (special messengers), Brethren, what shall we 
do?  38  And Peter answered them, Repent (change your views and purpose to accept the 
will of God in your inner selves instead of rejecting it) and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of and release from your sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Repentance is  the FIRST response God requires  from any sinner who desires to be 
saved.  Repentance then must precede baptism.  The mikvah is the outward seal or 
affirmation of the inward change produced by repentance.

• Belief.
Mark 16:15-16 “15  And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach and publish 
openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole human race].  16  He 
who believes [who adheres to and trusts in and relies on the Gospel and Him Whom it sets 
forth] and is baptized will be saved [from the penalty of eternal death]; but he who does not 
believe [who does not adhere to and trust in and rely on the Gospel and Him Whom it sets 
forth] will be condemned.”

We see that BELIEF [faith] is the second condition for baptism.  The mikvah must be built 
upon repentance and faith.  This inner response is  made possible through FAITH in the 
Resurrection of Y’shua [Jesus].

• A good conscience.
1 Peter 3:21 “21  And baptism, which is a figure [of their deliverance], does now also save 
you [from inward questionings and fears], not by the removing of outward body filth 
[bathing], but by [providing you with] the answer of a good and clear conscience (inward 
cleanness and peace) before God [because you are demonstrating what you believe to be 
yours] through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

We see here the third condition and reason for mikvah – a good conscience toward God, 
which is the inner response of the believer’s heart.
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Conclusion
A detailed study of the Judaic background of Christian baptism shows that it is  vitally 
important, but God doesn't always  tell us why. Obviously, the convert must repent and 
could not have a part in the life to come without it.  The emphasis seems to be pointing to 
the taking on of a new "believer" status illustrated as a "new birth" by immersion. In any 
covenant the three items of God's Word, the Blood, and a token are always present. 

Genesis 17:11 “11 And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be a 
token or sign of the covenant (the promise or pledge) between Me and you.”

Y’shua [Jesus] was always cautious to have three witnesses in everything He did [I John 
5:7-8]. In the Old Testament, circumcision was considered the Token of God's Covenant, 
and in the New Testament we see the same wording concerning baptism as  it is referred to 
as "circumcision made without hands".

Colossians 2:11-12 “11 In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made 
with hands, but in a [spiritual] circumcision [performed by] Christ by stripping off the body 
of the flesh (the whole corrupt, carnal nature with its passions and lusts).”

Whatever religious denomination, all believers should agree that immersion has its  roots in 
the Jewish mikvah of Y’shua's  [Jesus] day, and it is of utmost importance to approach 
baptism by faith.

Y’shua [Jesus] said that a person must be born of the water and of the Spirit to see and to 
enter the Kingdom.  

John 3:3-5 “3 Jesus answered him, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that unless a 
person is born again (anew, from above), he cannot ever see (know, be acquainted with, 
and experience) the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus said to Him, How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter his mother’s womb again and be born? 5 Jesus answered, I 
assure you, most solemnly I tell you, unless a man is born of water and [even] the Spirit, 
he cannot [ever] enter the kingdom of God.”

Note, this study has focused on the mikvah [baptism] of REPENTANCE, when we come to 
Messiah Y’shua [Jesus].  However, we have also seen that baptism is not only a “one-
time” event, but an ongoing cleansing as we walk this  journey, moving from one level to 
the next.  As exampled by Hebraic culture, one can mikvah for several occasions.  We 
encourage you to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in this.  To perform a mikvah for 
cleansing can bring breakthrough and freedom ... it can be a powerful tool on our journey 
to freedom.

Holy Spirit baptism – as with the Spirit coming into the Tabernacle and Solomon's Temple 
– is  a sign of acceptance, and an indication that we have done all that we have been 
commanded to do.  
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The Holy Spirit in the 
Torah and Old Testament.

The term Holy Spirit is presented in the form of:

• God’s Spirit of Holiness.

Psalm 51:11-13 “11  Cast me not away from Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit 
from me. 12  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
13  Then will I teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be converted and return 
to You.”

Isaiah 63:10-11 “10  But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to 
become their enemy and Himself fought against them. 11  Then His people [seriously] 
remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people [and they said], Where is He Who 
brought [our fathers] up out of the [Red] Sea, with [Moses and the other] shepherds of His 
flock? Where is He Who put His Holy Spirit within their midst,”

• And as the Spirit of God.

Isaiah 63:14 “14  Like the cattle that go down into the valley [to find better pasturage, 
refuge, and rest], the Spirit of the Lord caused them to rest. So did You lead Your people 
[Lord] to make for Yourself a beautiful and glorious name [to prepare the way for the 
acknowledgment of Your name by all nations].”

1 Samuel 10:6 “6  Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you mightily, and you will 
show yourself to be a prophet with them; and you will be turned into another man.”

There is however only one Hebrew word – Strong’s 7307/8 – that is used in all cases.  The 
term is RUACH, which means:

⇒ Breath,
⇒ Life,
⇒ Anger,
⇒ Air or blast,
⇒ Wind.

Importantly the use of the word “wind” is by far the most common one found.

The first form of the word is used in:

Genesis 1:2 “2  The earth was without form and an empty waste, and darkness was upon 
the face of the very great deep. The Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding) over 
the face of the waters.”
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We see that the Holy Spirit (Ruach) moved over the waters of the earth in a process which 
ensured that the water was purified.  The earth then came forth out of the purified waters 
through a “mikvah process”. This process purified the earth. Therefore, every other 
creation that God made – plants, animals, man, and so forth – came from a pure source.

Later, in the following Scriptures we find that God “breathed” into mankind His Life.

Genesis 2:7 “7  Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath or spirit of life, and man became a living being. [I Cor. 
15:45-49.]”

Zechariah 12:1 “THE BURDEN or oracle (the thing to be lifted up) of the word of the Lord 
concerning Israel: Thus says the Lord, Who stretches out the heavens and lays the 
foundation of the earth and forms the spirit of man within him:”

So we see that spirit equals breath, which is also likened to wind.

• God’s “Wind” – Ruach – will return to Him.

Man is made up of two parts:

⇒ Material – the dust of the earth.
⇒ Immaterial – the Spirit.
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There is an automatic “recall” to God of the “Spirit/Wind of God” which resides in man.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 “7  Then shall the dust [out of which God made man’s body] return to 
the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return to God Who gave it.”

Job 34:14-15 “14  If [God] should set His heart upon him [man] and withdraw His [life-
giving] spirit and His breath [from man] to Himself, 15  All flesh would perish together, 
and man would turn again to dust. [Ps. 104:29; Eccl. 12:7.]”

• David and Y’shua [Jesus] commit their Spirit to God.

In both examples – one from each “Testament” – we find that, in times of great distress 
and/or life threatening circumstances, both David and Y’shua (Jesus) commit their Spirits 
to God.

Psalm 31:5 “5  Into Your hands I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord, the 
God of truth and faithfulness. [Luke 23:46; Acts 7:59.]”

Luke 23:46 “46  And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, Father, into Your hands I 
commit My spirit! And with these words, He expired. [Ps. 31:5.]”

Mark 15:37 “37  And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed out His life.”

• The Spirit of man and the Spirit of God correspond with 
each other

1 Corinthians 2:10-12 “10  Yet to us God has unveiled and revealed them by and through 
His Spirit, for the [Holy] Spirit searches diligently, exploring and examining everything, 
even sounding the profound and bottomless things of God [the divine counsels and things 
hidden and beyond man’s scrutiny]. 11  For what person perceives (knows and 
understands) what passes through a man’s thoughts except the man’s own spirit 
within him? Just so no one discerns (comes to know and comprehend) the thoughts 
of God except the Spirit of God. 12  Now we have not received the spirit [that belongs 
to] the world, but the [Holy] Spirit Who is from God, [given to us] that we might realize and 
comprehend and appreciate the gifts [of divine favor and blessing so freely and lavishly] 
bestowed on us by God.”

We see that man’s spirit understands and perceives the things of man, while God’s  Spirit 
perceives the things of God.  We also see that it is the Spirit of God that bears witness of 
the fact that we have been adopted into the family of God.

Romans 8:16 “16  The Spirit Himself [thus] testifies together with our own spirit, [assuring 
us] that we are children of God.”
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Was the Spirit inside of men
In the Old Testament?

Pharaoh recognizes that the Spirit of God is in Moses.

Genesis 41:38 “38  And Pharaoh said to his servants, Can we find this man’s equal, a 
man in whom is the spirit of God?”

God tells  Moses to lay his hand on Joshua and anoint him because he has the Spirit of 
God in him.

Numbers 27:18 “18  The Lord said to Moses, Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is 
the Spirit, and lay your hand upon him;”

So, it seems that the Israelites had God’s Spirit in them.

Isaiah 63:11-12 “11  Then His people [seriously] remembered the days of old, of Moses 
and his people [and they said], Where is He Who brought [our fathers] up out of the [Red] 
Sea, with [Moses and the other] shepherds of His flock? Where is He Who put His Holy 
Spirit within their midst, 12  Who caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of 
Moses, dividing the waters before them, to make for Himself an everlasting name,”

And that the people who rebelled against God would “grieve” the Spirit of God.

Isaiah 63:10 “10  But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to 
become their enemy and Himself fought against them.”
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Ephesians 4:30 “30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [do not offend or vex or 
sadden Him], by Whom you were sealed (marked, branded as God’s own, secured) for the 
day of redemption (of final deliverance through Christ from evil and the consequences of 
sin).”

It seems that Old Testament prophets were “carried along” by the Spirit of God.

Messiah’s Promise of the 
Ruach/Spirit of God.

Often we hear that the “Holy Spirit” only commences  with the outpouring in Acts.  Firstly, it 
seems clear that the lack of visible evidence of the Spirit of God is as a result of:

• The fact that God chose not to speak in “those” days.

1 Samuel 3:1 “NOW THE boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. The word of the 
Lord was rare and precious in those days; there was no frequent or widely spread 
vision.”

• And that the rebellion and idolatry of the people had in fact “quenched the Spirit”.

Psalm 74:9 “9  We do not see our symbols; there is no longer any prophet, neither does 
any among us know for how long.”

Zechariah 12:2-3 “2  Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup or bowl of reeling to all 
the peoples round about, and in the siege against Jerusalem will there also be a siege 
against and upon Judah. 3  And in that day I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone 
for all peoples; all who lift it or burden themselves with it shall be sorely wounded. And all 
the nations of the earth shall come and gather together against it.”

Malachi 3:1 “BEHOLD, I send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me. 
And the Lord [the Messiah], Whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; the 
Messenger or Angel of the covenant, Whom you desire, behold, He shall come, says the 
Lord of hosts. [Matt. 11:10; Luke 1:13–17, 76.]”

Malachi 4:5-6 “5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord comes. [Matt. 11:14; 17:10-13.] 6  And he shall turn and reconcile the 
hearts of the [estranged] fathers to the [ungodly] children, and the hearts of the [rebellious] 
children to [the piety of] their fathers [a reconciliation produced by repentance of the 
ungodly], lest I come and smite the land with a curse and a ban of utter destruction. [Luke 
1:17.]”

Secondly, it seems that the function or purpose of the Spirit of God in the New Testament 
times is linked to:
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⇒ The fact that man no longer has an intermediary [Moses and the Levite priests] 
between himself and God.

⇒ And the fact that all men would act in a prophetic manner.

Joel 2:28-32 “28  And afterward I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions. 29  Even upon the menservants and upon the maidservants in 
those days will I pour out My Spirit. 30  And I will show signs and wonders in the heavens, 
and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31  The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. [Isa. 
13:6, 9-11; 24:21-23; Ezek. 32:7-10; Matt. 24:29, 30; Rev. 6:12-17.] 32  And whoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered and saved, for in Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the remnant 
[of survivors] shall be those whom the Lord calls. [Acts 2:17-21; Rom. 10:13.]”

Acts 2:17-18 “17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, God declares, that I will 
pour out of My Spirit upon all mankind, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy [telling forth the divine counsels] and your young men shall see visions 
(divinely granted appearances), and your old men shall dream [divinely suggested] 
dreams. 18  Yes, and on My menservants also and on My maidservants in those days I 
will pour out of My Spirit, and they shall prophesy [telling forth the divine counsels and 
predicting future events pertaining especially to God’s kingdom].”

• Law of Parallels.

Paul’s teaches us that we will first find a physical manifestation that relates to a later 
spiritual manifestation.

Earthly

Law of

Parallels

Heavenly

1 Corinthians 15:46-19 “46  But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the 
physical and then the spiritual. 47  The first man [was] from out of earth, made of dust 
(earthly-minded); the second Man [is] the Lord from out of heaven. [Gen. 2:7.] 48  Now 
those who are made of the dust are like him who was first made of the dust (earthly-
minded); and as is [the Man] from heaven, so also [are those] who are of heaven 
(heavenly-minded). 49  And just as we have borne the image [of the man] of dust, so shall 
we and so let us also bear the image [of the Man] of heaven.”
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We all know of the outpouring of the Spirit in the Book of Acts, so it’s  vital to establish the 
physical manifestation.

We see the spiritual manifestation is:

Acts 1:4-5 “4  And while being in their company and eating with them, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had promised, Of which [He 
said] you have heard Me speak. [John 14:16, 26; 15:26.] 5  For John baptized with water, 
but not many days from now you shall be baptized with (placed in, introduced into) the 
Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:1-4 “AND WHEN the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all assembled 
together in one place, 2  When suddenly there came a sound from heaven like the 
rushing of a violent tempest blast, and it filled the whole house in which they were 
sitting. 3  And there appeared to them tongues resembling fire, which were separated and 
distributed and which settled on each one of them. 4  And they were all filled (diffused 
throughout their souls) with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other (different, 
foreign) languages (tongues), as the Spirit kept giving them clear and loud 
expression [in each tongue in appropriate words].”

The physical manifestation is  shown to us in the Book of Ezekiel in the vision of the dry 
bones:

⇒ The dry bones  represent Israel and the Body of Messiah.
⇒ God’s Breath entered them – verse five.
⇒ God’s Four Winds started to blow – verses seven to ten.
⇒ God put His Spirit in them, and they came to life – verse fourteen.

Ezekiel 37:1-14 “THE HAND of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the 
Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2  
And He caused me to pass round about among them, and behold, there were very many 
[human bones] in the open valley or plain, and behold, they were very dry. 3  And He said 
to me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord God, You know! [I Cor. 
15:35.] 4  Again He said to me, Prophesy to these bones and say to them, O you dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. [John 5:28.] 5  Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 
Behold, I will cause breath and spirit to enter you, and you shall live; 6  And I will lay 
sinews upon you and bring up flesh upon you and cover you with skin, and I will put breath 
and spirit in you, and you [dry bones] shall live; and you shall know, understand, and 
realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty and obedient 
service]. 7  So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a 
[thundering] noise and behold, a shaking and trembling and a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8  And I looked and behold, there were sinews upon [the 
bones] and flesh came upon them and skin covered them over, but there was no breath or 
spirit in them. 9  Then said He to me, Prophesy to the breath and spirit, son of man, and 
say to the breath and spirit, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath 
and spirit, and breathe upon these slain that they may live. 10  So I prophesied as He 
commanded me, and the breath and spirit came into [the bones], and they lived and stood 
up upon their feet, an exceedingly great host. [Rev. 11:11.]”
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“11  Then He said to me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, Our bones are dried up and our hope is lost; we are completely cut off. 12  
Therefore prophesy and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your 
graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, O My people; and I will bring you 
[back home] to the land of Israel. [Hos. 13:14.] 13  And you shall know that I am the Lord 
[your Sovereign Ruler], when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out 
of your graves, O My people. 14  And I shall put My Spirit in you and you shall live, and I 
shall place you in your own land. Then you shall know, understand, and realize that I the 
Lord have spoken it and performed it, says the Lord.”

Y’shua [Jesus], when He meets Nicodemus, makes the startling real connection:

o Dry bones are renewed – “born again”.
o The Wind blows where it wants – “born of the Spirit”.

John 3:8, 14 “8  The wind blows (breathes) where it wills; and though you hear its 
sound, yet you neither know where it comes from nor where it is going. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit. 14  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
desert [on a pole], so must [so it is necessary that] the Son of Man be lifted up [on the 
cross], [Num. 21:9.]”
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John 20:22 “22  And having said this, He breathed on them and said to them, Receive the 
Holy Spirit!”

• The Spirit of God speaks of transformation.

Ezekiel 36:25-28 “25  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean 
from all your uncleanness; and from all your idols will I cleanse you. 26  A new heart will I 
give you and a new spirit will I put within you, and I will take away the stony heart out 
of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27  And I will put my Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and you shall heed My ordinances and do them. 28  And 
you shall dwell in the land that I  gave to your fathers; and you shall be My people, and I 
will be your God.”

Note the three-step action.

o God purifies the Nation by splashing them with water (mikvah).
o God changes their hearts (removing the heart of stone) and places inside “a new 

spirit” – they are born again.
o God promises to put His “Spirit within” them.

Hebrew word-picture of the Spirit of God.
Earlier we showed that each Hebrew letter is also a picture.  Let’s look at the word-picture 
formed by the letters that make up RUACH – the Spirit of God.  Ruach in Hebrew is 
spelled R-CH:

• Resh = the King having stepped down from his  Throne and/or seat of authority to 
be personal and available.

• Chet = an open air chuppah [marriage canopy], a place where parties meet to 
celebrate a Covenant.

So the word-picture formed is:

“The Spirit of God is that Attribute of God which is personally with each child of the 
Covenant in order to celebrate the marriage partnership … the Spirit is  the visible and 
tangible Presence that represents  our Stronger Partner in the Covenant along this life’s 
journey”.
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Baptism Of The Holy Spirit

James 4:8 “8 Come close to God and He will come close to you. [Recognize that you are] 
sinners, get your soiled hands clean; [realize that you have been disloyal] wavering 
individuals with divided interests, and purify your hearts [of your spiritual adultery].”

We are the ones who draw near first.  We can initiate for the Almighty God to draw near to 
us!

James 4:5 “5 Or do you suppose that the Scripture is speaking to no purpose that says, 
The Spirit Whom He has caused to dwell in us yearns over us and He yearns for the Spirit 
[to be welcome] with a jealous love?”

The Spirit of God jealously yearns for us!  The Hebrew word for “yearns” means “to long 
for intensely and consistently”.

Prayer is  a dialogue.  God says we must pray without ceasing.  This means that He wants 
to communicate with us without ceasing!  You will never experience a love relationship with 
the Holy Spirit if you love the world.

It is the Spirit of God that yearns for us.

John 14:15-16 “15 If you [really] love Me, you will keep (obey) My commands. 16 And I 
will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, 
Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby), that He may remain with you forever—“

The Hebrew meaning of the word “another” means “another of the same kind” … the 
Hebrew meaning of the word “helper” means “one who is called to be alongside”.
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John 16:7 “7 However, I  am telling you nothing but the truth when I say it is profitable 
(good, expedient, advantageous) for you that I go away. Because if I do not go away, the 
Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) will not come 
to you [into close fellowship with you]; but if I go away, I will send Him to you [to be in close 
fellowship with you].”

Why was it better that Y’shua [Jesus] went away?

When He walked on earth He was human and He was not omnipresent.  The Holy Spirit is 
all over … He does not sleep!  Wherever you go He goes!  He is not only with you … He is 
in you!

Acts 1:4-5 “4 And while being in their company and eating with them, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had promised, Of which [He 
said] you have heard Me speak. 5 For John baptized with water, but not many days from 
now you shall be baptized with (placed in, introduced into) the Holy Spirit.”
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Baptized … 
Immersed In And Overwhelmed By.

Y’shua [Jesus] commanded them to not do anything until they were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit.  What was the Promise of the Father?  Joel Chapter Two … In the last days He will 
pour out His Spirit on all flesh.

Acts 2:1 “1 AND WHEN the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all assembled 
together in one place,”

When Y’shua [Jesus] preached to the people just before He was taken up to heaven there 
were five hundred people. But ten days later, in the upper room when the Holy Spirit came, 
there was only a hundred and twenty left. Where are the other three hundred and eighty?

Many people are not filled with the Holy Spirit today because they will not let go of control. 

Acts 2:2-4 “2 When suddenly there came a sound from heaven like the rushing of a 
violent tempest blast, and it filled the whole house in which they were sitting. 3 And there 
appeared to them tongues resembling fire, which were separated and distributed and 
which settled on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled (diffused throughout their 
souls) with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other (different, foreign) languages 
(tongues), as the Spirit kept giving them clear and loud expression [in each tongue in 
appropriate words].”

When they began speaking in other tongues, then the people were convinced.

Acts 2:32-33 “32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all we [His disciples] are 
witnesses. 33 Being therefore lifted high by and to the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promised [blessing which is the] Holy Spirit, He has made this 
outpouring which you yourselves both see and hear.”

See and hear!  With the Promise comes the evidence!

When He comes, we know because of the evidence.  When He leaves, He leaves quietly 
… many times people do not even know He is gone!  Satan comes in quietly and when he 
leaves, he leaves with a noise!

Acts 2:38-39 “38 And Peter answered them, Repent (change your views and purpose to 
accept the will of God in your inner selves instead of rejecting it) and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of and release from your sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise [of the Holy Spirit] is to 
and for you and your children, and to and for all that are far away, [even] to and for as 
many as the Lord our God invites and bids to come to Himself.”

The Promise was also given to the generations to follow … even us today!
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We are now going to look at the evidence that:

• The Holy Spirit is for us today and,
• That the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a separate experience from the New Birth

Acts 8:5-8, 12 “5 Philip [the deacon, not the apostle] went down to the city of Samaria and 
proclaimed the Christ (the Messiah) to them [the people]; 6 And great crowds of people 
with one accord listened to and heeded what was said by Philip, as they heard him and 
watched the miracles and wonders which he kept performing [from time to time]. 7 For foul 
spirits came out of many who were possessed by them, screaming and shouting with a 
loud voice, and many who were suffering from palsy or were crippled were restored to 
health. 8 And there was great rejoicing in that city. 12 But when they believed the good 
news (the Gospel) about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) 
as Philip preached it, they were baptized, both men and women.”

God said that we would receive power to operate far above human ability.  The people of 
Samaria believed what Philip was preaching and they were baptized in the Name of 
Messiah.  However, they were saved … but not filled with the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:14-18 “14 Now when the apostles (special messengers) at Jerusalem heard that 
[the country of] Samaria had accepted and welcomed the Word of God, they sent Peter 
and John to them, 15 And they came down and prayed for them that the Samaritans might 
receive the Holy Spirit; 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them, but they had only 
been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then [the apostles] laid their hands on 
them one by one, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 However, when Simon saw that the 
[Holy] Spirit was imparted through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he brought money 
and offered it to them,”

Simon “saw” something he wanted to buy. He saw the Power of God come upon them.
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Paul.

Acts 9:5-6 “5 And Saul said, Who are You, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus, Whom you are 
persecuting. It is dangerous and it will turn out badly for you to keep kicking against the 
goad [to offer vain and perilous resistance]. 6 Trembling and astonished he asked, Lord, 
what do You desire me to do? The Lord said to him, But arise and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.”

Paul got saved right there!

Ananias.

Acts 9:17 “17 So Ananias left and went into the house. And he laid his hands on Saul and 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, Who appeared to you along the way by which you 
came here, has sent me that you may recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Here Paul gets filled with the Holy Spirit … “I speak in tongues more than you all …”

1 Corinthians 14:1 “1 EAGERLY PURSUE and seek to acquire [this] love [make it your 
aim, your great quest]; and earnestly desire and cultivate the spiritual endowments (gifts), 
especially that you may prophesy (interpret the divine will and purpose in inspired 
preaching and teaching).”

Cornelius.

Acts 10:1, 24, 44-46 “1 NOW [living] at Caesarea there was a man whose name was 
Cornelius, a centurion (captain) of what was known as the Italian Regiment, 24 And on the 
following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for and expecting them, and 
he had invited together his relatives and his intimate friends. 44 While Peter was still 
speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all who were listening to the message. 45 And 
the believers from among the circumcised [the Jews] who came with Peter were surprised 
and amazed, because the free gift of the Holy Spirit had been bestowed and poured out 
largely even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them talking in [unknown] tongues 
(languages) and extolling and magnifying God. Then Peter asked,”

They heard them speaking with other tongues – evidence!

Apollos and Paul.

Acts 19:1-2, 5-6  “1 WHILE APOLLOS was in Corinth, Paul went through the upper inland 
districts and came down to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he asked 
them, Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed [on Jesus as the Christ]? And 
they said, No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
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“5 On hearing this they were baptized [again, this time] in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 
And as Paul laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke in 
[foreign, unknown] tongues (languages) and prophesied.”

Evidence!

Has tongues ceased?
1 Corinthians 13:8-12 “8 Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes 
to an end]. As for prophecy (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose), it will be 
fulfilled and pass away; as for tongues, they will be destroyed and cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away [it will lose its value and be superseded by truth]. 9 For our 
knowledge is fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect), and our prophecy (our teaching) is 
fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect). 10 But when the complete and perfect (total) 
comes, the incomplete and imperfect will vanish away (become antiquated, void, and 
superseded). 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I  thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child; now that I have become a man, I am done with childish ways and have put 
them aside. 12 For now we are looking in a mirror that gives only a dim (blurred) reflection 
[of reality as in a riddle or enigma], but then [when perfection comes] we shall see in reality 
and face to face! Now I know in part (imperfectly), but then I  shall know and understand 
fully and clearly, even in the same manner as I have been fully and clearly known and 
understood [by God].”

What is “the perfect”?  There will come a day when we will look at Messiah face to face.  
Every believer is supposed to speak in other tongues

1 Corinthians 12:27-30 “27 Now you [collectively] are Christ’s body and [individually] you 
are members of it, each part severally and distinct [each with his own place and function]. 
28 So God has appointed some in the church [for His own use]: first apostles (special 
messengers); second prophets (inspired preachers and expounders); third teachers; then 
wonder-workers; then those with ability to heal the sick; helpers; administrators; [speakers 
in] different (unknown) tongues. 29 Are all apostles (special messengers)? Are all prophets 
(inspired interpreters of the will and purposes of God)? Are all teachers? Do all have the 
power of performing miracles? 30 Do all possess extraordinary powers of healing? Do all 
speak with tongues? Do all interpret?”

In 1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14 Paul is moving in and out of PUBLIC ministry and PERSONAL 
ministry – not every believer has a public ministry.  

God is  partial in giving public ministry but He is NOT partial in our personal gifts6.  Every 
believer has the power to pray for the sick, drive out the demons, and so forth.

2 Corinthians 13:14 “14 The grace (favor and spiritual blessing) of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the presence and fellowship (the communion and sharing 
together, and participation) in the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen (so be it).”
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As the Body, we are able to participate in the communion of the Holy Spirit – to fellowship, 
interact, exchange thoughts and feelings, share together, and partnership together.

Acts 8:29 “29 Then the [Holy] Spirit said to Philip, Go forward and join yourself to this 
chariot.”

Acts 10:19, 21 “19 And while Peter was earnestly revolving the vision in his mind and 
meditating on it, the [Holy] Spirit said to him, Behold, three men are looking for you! 21 
Then Peter went down to the men and said, I am the man you seek; what is the purpose of 
your coming?”

Acts 11:27-28 “27 And during these days prophets (inspired teachers and interpreters of 
the divine will and purpose) came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them 
named Agabus stood up and prophesied through the [Holy] Spirit that a great and severe 
famine would come upon the whole world. And this did occur during the reign of Claudius.”

Acts 13:2 “2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
Separate now for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

Acts 15:27-28 “27 So we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will bring you the 
same message by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
not to lay upon you any greater burden than these indispensable requirements:”

Acts 16:6-7 “6 And Paul and Silas passed through the territory of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Word in [the province of] Asia. 7 
And when they had come opposite Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus did not permit them.”

Acts 18:4-5 “4  But he discoursed and argued in the synagogue every Sabbath and won 
over [both] Jews and Greeks. 5 By the time Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, 
Paul was completely engrossed with preaching, earnestly arguing and testifying to the 
Jews that Jesus [is] the Christ.”

Acts 19:21 “21 Now after these events Paul determined in the [Holy] Spirit that he would 
travel through Macedonia and Achaia (most of Greece) and go to Jerusalem, saying, After 
I have been there, I must visit Rome also.”

Acts 20:21-23 “21 But constantly and earnestly I bore testimony both to Jews and Greeks, 
urging them to turn in repentance [that is due] to God and to have faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ [that is due Him]. 22 And now, you see, I am going to Jerusalem, bound by the 
[Holy] Spirit and obligated and compelled by the [convictions of my own] spirit, not knowing 
what will befall me there— 23 Except that the Holy Spirit clearly and emphatically affirms 
to me in city after city that imprisonment and suffering await me.”

Romans 9:1-2 “1 I AM speaking the truth in Christ. I am not lying; my conscience 
[enlightened and prompted] by the Holy Spirit bearing witness with me 2 That I have bitter 
grief and incessant anguish in my heart.”
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Webster’s Dictionary sums it up best in defining communion as “intimate fellowship”.

Psalm 28:1 “1 UNTO YOU do I cry, O Lord my Rock, be not deaf and silent to me, lest, if 
You be silent to me, I become like those going down to the pit [the grave].”

Baptism in the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues has two main purposes:

1. For public ministry,
2. For our personal walk.

Public Ministry ...

⇒ Signs
1 Corinthians 14:21-22  “21  It is written in the Law, By men of strange languages and by 
the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and not even then will they listen to Me, 
says the Lord. [Isa. 28:11, 12.]  22  Thus [unknown] tongues are meant for a [supernatural] 
sign, not for believers but for unbelievers [on the point of believing], while prophecy 
(inspired preaching and teaching, interpreting the divine will and purpose) is not for 
unbelievers [on the point of believing] but for believers.”
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⇒ Interpretation
1 Corinthians 14:5  “5  Now I wish that you might all speak in [unknown] tongues, but 
more especially [I want you] to prophesy (to be inspired to preach and interpret the divine 
will and purpose). He who prophesies [who is inspired to preach and teach] is greater 
(more useful and more important) than he who speaks in [unknown] tongues, unless he 
should interpret [what he says], so that the church may be edified and receive good [from 
it].”

Personal Walk ...

⇒ Intercession

Romans 8:26-28  “26  So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our 
weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it worthily as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in our behalf with 
unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance. 27  And He Who searches 
the hearts of men knows what is in the mind of the [Holy] Spirit [what His intent is], 
because the Spirit intercedes and pleads [before God] in behalf of the saints according to 
and in harmony with God’s will. [Ps. 139:1, 2.] 28  We are assured and know that [God 
being a partner in their labor] all things work together and are [fitting into a plan] for good 
to and for those who love God and are called according to [His] design and purpose.”

When we are interceding, we do not know what to pray or how to pray with our natural 
mind.  The Holy Spirit comes and prays  through us exactly what is needed.  Our minds do 
not know all things.

Everything in the Kingdom comes through faith.

If a church preaches that the Holy Spirit is not for us today, then God does not show up … 
because they are preaching a lie!  God only shows up when the Truth is preached!

When Job’s  friends spoke, God did not show up.  When the prophet spoke the Truth about 
God, He showed up in a whirlwind!
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⇒ Personal Prayer Language
Speaking in tongues is speaking to God.  We can speak to God on His Level!

1 Corinthians 14:2  “2  For one who speaks in an [unknown] tongue speaks not to men 
but to God, for no one understands or catches his meaning, because in the [Holy] Spirit he 
utters secret truths and hidden things [not obvious to the understanding].”

Paul said he prays more than all of us in the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:14  “14  For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit 
within me] prays, but my mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody].”

Many people do not want to give up their mental control.

1 Corinthians 14:15  “15  Then what am I to do? I will pray with my spirit [by the Holy 
Spirit that is within me], but I will also pray [intelligently] with my mind and understanding; I 
will sing with my spirit [by the Holy Spirit that is within me], but I will sing [intelligently] with 
my mind and understanding also.”

Defeats our weakness when we do not know what to pray.

Romans 8:26  “26  So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our 
weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it worthily as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in our behalf with 
unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance.”

It strengthens our faith.

Jude 20  “20  But you, beloved, build yourselves up [founded] on your most holy faith 
[make progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher], praying in the Holy Spirit; 

It gives us the ability to worship and give thanks on a higher level [1 Corinthians Chapters 
14-17].

It reveals the hidden counsel and mysteries of God.

Proverbs 20:5  “5  Counsel in the heart of man is like water in a deep well, but a man of 
understanding draws it out. [Prov. 18:4.]”

How does a man draw out the counsel from within?

John 7:37-39  “37  Now on the final and most important day of the Feast, Jesus stood, 
and He cried in a loud voice, If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink! 38  He 
who believes in Me [who cleaves to and trusts in and relies on Me] as the Scripture has 
said, From his innermost being shall flow [continuously] springs and rivers of living water.”
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“39  But He was speaking here of the Spirit, Whom those who believed (trusted, had faith) 
in Him were afterward to receive. For the [Holy] Spirit had not yet been given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified (raised to honor).”

1 Corinthians 2:6-7, 9-13  “6  Yet when we are among the full-grown (spiritually mature 
Christians who are ripe in understanding), we do impart a [higher] wisdom (the knowledge 
of the divine plan previously hidden); but it is indeed not a wisdom of this present age or of 
this world nor of the leaders and rulers of this age, who are being brought to nothing and 
are doomed to pass away. 7  But rather what we are setting forth is a wisdom of God once 
hidden [from the human understanding] and now revealed to us by God—[that wisdom] 
which God devised and decreed before the ages for our glorification [to lift us into the glory 
of His presence]. 9  But, on the contrary, as the Scripture says, What eye has not seen 
and ear has not heard and has not entered into the heart of man, [all that] God has 
prepared (made and keeps ready) for those who love Him [who hold Him in affectionate 
reverence, promptly obeying Him and gratefully recognizing the benefits He has 
bestowed]. [Isa. 64:4; 65:17.] 10  Yet to us God has unveiled and revealed them by and 
through His Spirit, for the [Holy] Spirit searches diligently, exploring and examining 
everything, even sounding the profound and bottomless things of God [the divine counsels 
and things hidden and beyond man’s scrutiny]. 11  For what person perceives (knows and 
understands) what passes through a man’s thoughts except the man’s own spirit within 
him? Just so no one discerns (comes to know and comprehend) the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. 12  Now we have not received the spirit [that belongs to] the 
world, but the [Holy] Spirit Who is from God, [given to us] that we might realize and 
comprehend and appreciate the gifts [of divine favor and blessing so freely and lavishly] 
bestowed on us by God. 13  And we are setting these truths forth in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the [Holy] Spirit, combining and interpreting spiritual truths 
with spiritual language [to those who possess the Holy Spirit].”

1 Corinthians 14:2  “2  For one who speaks in an [unknown] tongue speaks not to men 
but to God, for no one understands or catches his meaning, because in the [Holy] Spirit he 
utters secret truths and hidden things [not obvious to the understanding].”

It gives us rest … it brings refreshing.
1 Corinthians 14:20-21  “20  Brethren, do not be children [immature] in your thinking; 
continue to be babes in [matters of] evil, but in your minds be mature [men]. 21  It is written 
in the Law, By men of strange languages and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this 
people, and not even then will they listen to Me, says the Lord. [Isa. 28:11, 12.]”

Isaiah 28:11-12  “11  No, but [the Lord will teach the rebels in a more humiliating way] by 
men with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to this people [says Isaiah, 
and teach them His lessons]. 12  To these [complaining Jews the Lord] had said, This is 
the true rest [the way to true comfort and happiness] that you shall give to the weary, and, 
This is the [true] refreshing—yet they would not listen [to His teaching].”
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Praying in tongues will quieten your soul so you can hear God more clearly.  It edifies and 
builds up our spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:14  “14  For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit 
within me] prays, but my mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody].”

“Edifies” – to build a house or an edifice.  “Edifice” [Webster’s Dictionary] – a large or 
massive structure.  It will promote spiritual growth and develop Godly character.  You are 
building within your spirit the capacity of holding the power and presence of God.

Speaking in tongues increases your capacity to walk in His  Power.  How do we become 
more sensitive and enabled to walk in His  Power?  By becoming more sensitive to HIM!  It 
is a relational walk with HIM!

Power comes when we obey!
Hebrews 5:7-11  “7  In the days of His flesh [Jesus] offered up definite, special petitions 
[for that which He not only wanted but needed] and supplications with strong crying and 
tears to Him Who was [always] able to save Him [out] from death, and He was heard 
because of His reverence toward God [His godly fear, His piety, in that He shrank from the 
horrors of separation from the bright presence of the Father]. 8  Although He was a Son, 
He learned [active, special] obedience through what He suffered 9  And, [His completed 
experience] making Him perfectly [equipped], He became the Author and Source of eternal 
salvation to all those who give heed and obey Him, [Isa. 45:17.]”
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“10  Being designated and recognized and saluted by God as High Priest after the order 
(with the rank) of Melchizedek. [Ps. 110:4.] 11  Concerning this we have much to say 
which is hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and 
sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight].”

Your spiritman has five senses:

• Taste

Psalm 34:8  “8  O taste and see that the Lord [our God] is good! Blessed (happy, 
fortunate, to be envied) is the man who trusts and takes refuge in Him. [I Pet. 2:2, 3.]”

Psalm 119:103  “103  How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth! [Ps. 19:10; Prov. 8:11.]”

Jeremiah 15:16  “16  Your words were found, and I ate them; and Your words were to me 
a joy and the rejoicing of my heart, for I am called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts.”

• Touch

2 Corinthians 6:17  “17  So, come out from among [unbelievers], and separate (sever) 
yourselves from them, says the Lord, and touch not [any] unclean thing; then I will receive 
you kindly and treat you with favor, [Isa. 52:11.]”

Isaiah 52:11  “11  Depart, depart, go out from there [the lands of exile]! Touch no unclean 
thing! Go out of the midst of her [Babylon]; cleanse yourselves and be clean, you who bear 
the vessels of the Lord [on your journey from there]. [II Cor. 6:16, 17.]”

• Smell

Jeremiah 48:11  “11  Moab  has been at ease from his youth, and he has settled on his 
lees [like wine] and has not been drawn off from one vessel to another, neither has he 
gone into exile. Therefore his taste remains in him, and his scent has not changed.”

Demons smell bad!

2 Corinthians 2:14-16  “14  But thanks be to God, Who in Christ always leads us in 
triumph [as trophies of Christ’s victory] and through us spreads and makes evident the 
fragrance of the knowledge of God everywhere, 15  For we are the sweet fragrance of 
Christ [which exhales] unto God, [discernible alike] among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing: 16  To the latter it is an aroma [wafted] from death to 
death [a fatal odor, the smell of doom]; to the former it is an aroma from life to life [a vital 
fragrance, living and fresh]. And who is qualified (fit and sufficient) for these things? [Who 
is able for such a ministry? We?]”
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Ephesians 5:2  “2  And walk in love, [esteeming and delighting in one another] as Christ 
loved us and gave Himself up for us, a slain offering and sacrifice to God [for you, so that it 
became] a sweet fragrance. [Ezek. 20:41.]”

• Sight

Ephesians 1:18  “18  By having the eyes of your heart flooded with light, so that you can 
know and understand the hope to which He has called you, and how rich is His glorious 
inheritance in the saints (His set-apart ones),”

Matthew 6:22-23  “22  The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is sound, your entire 
body will be full of light. 23  But if your eye is unsound, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the very light in you [your conscience] is darkened, how dense is that 
darkness!”

Romans 3:18  “18  There is no [reverential] fear of God before their eyes. [Ps. 36:1.]”

2 Peter 2:14  “14  They have eyes full of harlotry, insatiable for sin. They beguile and bait 
and lure away unstable souls. Their hearts are trained in covetousness (lust, greed), [they 
are] children of a curse [exposed to cursing]!”

• Hearing

1 Kings 18:41  “41  And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of 
abundance of rain.”

Luke 14:35  “35  It is fit neither for the land nor for the manure heap; men throw it away. 
He who has ears to hear, let him listen and consider and comprehend by hearing!”
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Revelation 2:7  “7  He who is able to hear, let him listen to and give heed to what the 
Spirit says to the assemblies (churches). To him who overcomes (is victorious), I will grant 
to eat [of the fruit] of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. [Gen. 2:9; 3:24.]”

We need to practice training our spiritual senses!

Hebrews 5:12-14  “12  For even though by this time you ought to be teaching others, you 
actually need someone to teach you over again the very first principles of God’s Word. You 
have come to need milk, not solid food. 13  For everyone who continues to feed on milk is 
obviously inexperienced and unskilled in the doctrine of righteousness (of conformity to the 
divine will in purpose, thought, and action), for he is a mere infant [not able to talk yet]! 14  
But solid food is for full-grown men, for those whose senses and mental faculties are 
trained by practice to discriminate and distinguish between what is morally good and noble 
and what is evil and contrary either to divine or human law.”

If you cannot see, touch, taste, smell or hear, I cannot communicate with you.  The spirit of 
a man is the candle of the Lord.  The Spirit of God speaks to my SPIRIT!  If your spiritual 
senses are trained and sharp, He can speak with you more freely!

Are your senses dull?

People who have learned to walk in the Spirit are mature sons of God.  They imitate the 
Character of the Father.

What Is The Purpose Of Speaking In Tongues?  Baptism of the Holy Spirit releases God’s 
Power so that we can be witnesses of His Resurrection.

Do not be ashamed of The Promise of the Father!  Every believer should be doing the 
works of the Father!
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How Do You Receive The Holy Spirit?
Luke 11:9-10  “9  So I say to you, Ask and keep on asking and it shall be given you; seek 
and keep on seeking and you shall find; knock and keep on knocking and the door shall be 
opened to you. 10  For everyone who asks and keeps on asking receives; and he who 
seeks and keeps on seeking finds; and to him who knocks and keeps on knocking, the 
door shall be opened.”

Never interpret Truth from your experience – rather allow Truth to dictate your experience 
– if it is in the Bible, I want it!

Just yield to the River of God!
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The Hebrew Language ...
What’s the context?  It is  so important to ask – and answer – this question, particularly 
when studying the Scriptures.  We need to know what the meaning, understanding, 
culture, and value system of the text was in the language and time the text was written.  
Our modern-day mindsets cause us to define words within today’s meanings, 
understanding, culture, and value systems … however, this  is often quite a way off from 
what was the original – and intended – understanding.

The Scriptures were written thousands of years ago in HEBREW, and in an Eastern-
Semitic culture.  If this is  truth, then can we come to a different interpretation of any given 
passage?

In order to expand our study and understanding of the Word, we need to have a “crash 
course” in the original language the text was written, ancient Hebrew.

Ancient Hebrew has an alphabet of TWENTY-TWO letters.  Obviously, words are written 
using a combination of these letters  [note, there are no vowels].  However, what makes 
this  language even more of an “adventure” is that each individual letter of the alphabet has 
a unique meaning, picture [symbolism], and number.  This means, you can study and 
understand the plain text as is … and you can study further by delving into the individual 
symbolism of the letters.  Often, doing this kind of study brings out further meaning and 
richness to the passage.  You will find that we have used this  type of study – examining 
the picture-meaning of the Hebrew words  – throughout our materials.  We have found this 
such a blessing in our own understanding of the Scriptures, and trust you will enjoy it just 
as much!  Truly, God’s Word is ALIVE!
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Ancient Hebrew7
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Modern Hebrew8 ...
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Hebrew for Christians  
 
 

Learn the Language of the Kingdomwww.hebrew4christians.com 

The Hebrew Alphabet 
MARK NAME PRONOUNCED TRANSLITERATION

D� Aleph Silent letter ‘ (or none) 

E/%� Bet / Vet b as in boy (no dot: v as in vine) b / v 

J/*� Gimmel g as in girl  g 

G/'� Dalet d as in door d 

K� Hey h as in hay h 

Z� Vav v as in vine; “consonantal vowel” v 

]� Zayin z as in zebra z 

[� Chet ch as in Bach ch (or h) 

M� Tet t as in time t 

\� Yod y as in yes; “consonantal vowel” y 

�/N/.� Kaf/Khaf * k as in kite (no dot: ch as in bach) k / kh 

O� Lamed  l as in look l 

a/P� Mem * m as in mom (sofit form) m 

�/Q� Nun * n as in now (sofit form) n 

V� Samekh s as in son s 

>� Ayin Silent letter ‘ (or none) 

#/S/3� Pey/Fey * p as in park (no dot: ph as in phone) p / ph 

�/F� Tzade * ts as in nuts (sofit form) ts / tz 

T� Qof q as in queen k (or q) 

U� Resh r as in rain r 

I/Y � Shin/Sin sh as in shy (s as in sun) sh / s 

W/7� Tav t as in tall t 

* Has a different form when it occurs at the end of a word (sofit). 
 



In closing, after these curses have been dealt with and broken, it is very 
important to restore BLESSINGS ... we want to encourage fathers to take this 

calling seriously, and to begin BLESSING their families according to the 
Commandment of the LORD that the priests bless with the following 

blessing ...

The Priestly Blessing ...
Numbers 6:24-26

“24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 
25 The LORD make his face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The 

LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace.”



The Priestly Blessing ...
Hebraic Translation1

"YHVH will kneel before you presenting 
gifts, and He will guard you with a hedge of 

protection, YHVH will illuminate the 
wholeness of His Being toward you, 

bringing order, and He will provide you with 
love, sustenance, and friendship, YHVH will 
lift up the wholeness of His Being and look 

upon you, and He will set in place all you 
need to be whole and complete."

*Transla(on*by*Jeff*A.*Benner,*for*more*informa(on,*please*see*h9p://
www.ancient?hebrew.org/12_blessing.html*



Birkat Kohanim: Num. 6:24-26 www.hebrew4christians.com 

The Priestly Blessing1
 

`^r<ñm÷.v.yIw> hwhy ^k.÷rñ<b'y> 

May the LORD
2
 bless you

3
 and keep you

4
 

`&'Nñ<xuywI ^yl,ñae wyn"P' hwhy raey" 

May the LORD make His face
5
 shine

6
 upon you and be gracious

7
 to you 

`~Alv' ^l. ~fey"w> ^ylñ,ae wyn"P' hwhy aF'yI 

May the LORD lift up
8
 his face to you and give you peace

9
 

                                                 
1 
 This blessing is (ritually) recited (by the kohanim) during synagogue services during Nesiat Kapayim ("the Raising of the 

Hands"), though it is also recited over children on Friday night before the start of the Shabbat meal or as a bedtime blessing.
 

2
  The name YHVH (hwhy) represents God's attributes of love and mercy (~ymix]r:h; tD"mi), in contradistiction to the name Elohim 

(~yhil{a/), which represents God's attribute of justice and power as our Creator.  
3
  hk'r"B. (b'rachah).  Jewish tradition considers this both material and spiritual prosperity. Pirkei Avot 3:15 says, "If there is no 

flour, there is no Torah," by which is meant that material benefits are intended to help you pursue study of Torah. The first 

occurrence of the word "blessing" in the Scriptures pertains to pru urvu (Wbr>W WrP.), "be fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:22). 
4
  rm;v' (shamar): To guard, protect, heed, as in the exercise of diligent care. Only God has the power to secure the conferred 

blessing and keep it from turning sour or from fading away.  
5
 The word for "face" (~ynIP') is plural with the 3rd person singular ending. It is considered metaphorical since God is 

incorporeal. The plural form is thought by some to indicate God's revealed and hidden attributes in creation. 
6
 The hiphil verb (raey") comes from the word "light" (rAa), and is thought to refer to God's wisdom. "May God enlighten you" 

with His wisdom, i.e., the Divine Light that preceded the work of creation (Gen. 1:3). 
7
 May God grant you grace or favor (!xe), i.e., to understand the "breadth and length and height and depth" of God's love (Eph. 

3:18). Grace refers to the bestowal of an undeserved gift. The blessing is bestowed even though unearned or unmerited. 
8
 Since one's face is an indication of the heart's attitude, Rashi says that this means God will suppress His anger by "looking at 

you" (if God is angry at you, He "turns His face away" and refuses to admit your presence). The "lifting of face" also 

pictures God lifting you up as a father might lift up his child in joy. The "showing of face" indicates spiritual intimacy. 
9
 All of the other blessings are useless without the establishment of inner peace, and therefore it is the seal of the blessing. 

Shalom (~Alv') is not simply the absence of strife, but a balance and harmony between the finite and infinite, the temporal 

and the eternal, the material and the spiritual realms.  Shalom is a gift from Sar Shalom (~Alv' rf;), the Prince of Peace. 

may he bless you the LORDand may he guard you

May he shinethe LORDhis faceon youand show you favor 

may he lift upthe LORD his faceon youand establishfor you peace 


